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Editor’s Whatsits
Once again we go to press and my thanks for all your
contributions. It’s been a fairly hectic year what with one thing and
another and I hope that Interchange is beginning to reflect your
experiences and views. Please keep them coming in – I’m building
up a stock so you don’t have to wait till deadline, any time will do!
I’m trying out new formats all the time and would only ask that you
keep articles down to one A4 page if possible – that’ll be two A5 so
you can see how the magazine fills up! Send them direct to me at
fair.rosamund43@gmail.com or pop them in my post box and I’ll
re-type. Letters and recipes are particularly welcome, but all
contributions are gratefully accepted as long as they are in line
with editorial policy.
Once again we have to thank Adele and David Sidaway of
Keightley Press for printing the magazine for us. It’s a really big
help to the Trust’s finances and they have our warmest thanks.
Christmas will be upon us, or even over (!), by the time you get this
edition, so let me wish everyone a peaceful and prosperous New
Year. Don’t forget to book your places for all the social events of
the season – e-mail me or use the booking sheets in the Cabin. It
all helps to keep our little community together and succeeding in
its aims.
Jeni Hatton

n.b. Fair Rosamund
Editorial Policy
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.

All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content
which might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be
the view of the Governing Council or the Editor

Front Cover: The Answer 2010 by Jackie Vowles

Chicken and Leek Hobbler
Years ago, when boatmen became old and less active and would ‘hobble
about’, they sought casual work such as helping with locks and moving boats in
exchange for a hot meal and a bed. Such men were known as ‘hobblers’ and
this recipe is a salute to them.
6 chicken breasts
2 medium leeks, chopped
2tbls wholemeal flour
1tbls oil
2 medium onions, sliced
2 rashers streaky bacon, chopped
6oz mushrooms, sliced
2 tsp yeast extract (Marmite)
2tbls porridge oats (oatmeal)
salt and pepper
Set oven to 350 or Mark 4. Mix flour and oatmeal together in large bowl and
season well. Coat chicken breasts evenly with this mixture. Heat oil in large
flameproof casserole and brown the breasts each side. Remove and set aside
in the bowl of flour mixture. Re-heat oil, add a little extra if required, and cook
onions, leeks, bacon and mushrooms, covered over a medium heat for 5 mins,
stirring to prevent browning. Replace breasts with remaining flour mixture, stir
well, add yeast extract and sufficient water to cover the chicken. Stir, bring to
the boil, cover and cook in the oven for about 1.5 hours, until chicken is
tender,
Alternatively, simmer on top of the stove for 1.5 hrs.
Serves 6
Submitted by Jeff Carter

Chairman’s Ramblings
Ok hands up it's my fault again, I am the last one to complete my input for
Interchange !
After my last effort I think I need to be a bit more upbeat this time, particularly
as this is the Christmas edition.
Looking back over 2013 an awful lot of building blocks have been put in place
to move the Trust forward. We have had a number of influential visitors to the
basin over the year, including significant time with James Morris the local MP
who is all for promoting Leasowes Park and the Abbey using the canal as the
linking corridor, a long term plan maybe but it only needs a developer to want
to build a hotel on Mucklow Hill and funding may come.
As I write this, just such funding is very near for the Sainsbury's Development
in Selly Oak. This makes restoration towards Selly Oak Park a real possibility,
without the previous plan’s restrictions on Navigation.
Another influential visitor was Richard Parry, the new Chairman of Canal and
River Trust, who attended the CRT user group meeting hosted in the Cabin. He
was most complimentary of our facilities when I met him later in the year at
the BCNS bonfire rally. The amount of time he has taken to meet with
voluntary organisations on the canals is most refreshing and bodes well for
canal societies’ ability to influence future policy.
Hopefully next year the Governing Council can start looking forward and
develop some strategies for the future, having dealt with some timeconsuming and difficult decisions this year.
We still need to reach out to widen interest in canals and find ways to connect
with future boat owners. We also need to encourage greater involvement of
our existing membership and moorers. This is where you can help - what sort
of events would you support at the social club? What skills do you have that
could benefit the Trust? What would encourage you to get involved?
A short Ramble this time but better than none.
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Boating New Year.

Richard

TRUST TO BECOME ADOPTIVE PARENTS
Coombeswood Canal Trust is about to adopt the length of the
Dudley No. 2 Canal from Hawne Basin to Windmill End.
This is part of an initiative launched by CRT to mark its first
anniversary. They believe that the canals will only survive in
the long term where local communities take pride in them.
The Objectives of Coombeswood Canal Trust state very clearly
that we will maintain and improve the Canal so this is our
chance to demonstrate the work that we have been doing for
years, and for it to be recognised officially by CRT.
To date we have worked well in partnership with the new
Trust and they have been very generous in offering
equipment and tools for us to continue with our good work.
We currently have monthly work parties that carry out a
variety of work including graffiti removal, tree lopping, scrub
clearing and removing rubbish from the canal.
This initiative means that we have officially signed up to fulfil
our obligations to the Dudley No. 2 Canal and that means
more people becoming involved in work parties.
Please see details in the club house window or check your emails for details. Alternatively, speak to any member of the
Governing Council.
Gill Reynolds

n.b. Alchemy

A Funny Thing Happened……….
By Mike Fitzgibbons
I don't know how good the story is... because I missed getting the info first-hand. I had to
go back home for a few hours. However the Memsahib, who stayed on the boat, had a
conversation with a boating couple, which she later filled me in about, so to speak.
This could be an urban legend or old wives’ tale.
There is a boat out and about on the canal appropriately called 'Ratty' and apparently it
belongs to Jonathan Aitken ex MP 'sword of truth and all that.' The story goes that - the
couple the wife was talking to were moored up enjoying the countryside at the top of the
Wigan flight. Their attention was sparked whilst watching a man (in an out-of-place for
the canal) 'smart and expensive suit.' He engages them in polite conversation and
enquires as to how long they were staying on the mooring as he had someone coming
with a boat. The couple suggest that there is more than enough room to moor another
boat behind. Not only that, but the other boat would be more than welcome to moor with
them anyway. The man quietly walks away and short time later, a boat duly arrives and
begins to moor up.
The boaters have had their interest sparked by the strange approach and are
now discreetly observing the new arrivals and wondering what will happen next. It seems
that the bloke doing the mooring up is wearing a pair of yellow marigolds and is sporting
longish hair and a beard. All good attributes for a boater. But I digress. He starts
knocking in the pins, tip-tap rather than thump-thump! They couple were sure it was not
someone that they knew, but strangely the bloke seems, somehow familiar.

However, later when one of the women disembarks, she is much more instantly
recognisable. It's Norma (Dame Norma Christina Elizabeth Major DBE) and her sister
(not Edwina!) The unkempt long-haired bloke in the beard it turns out is the grey man of
politics, ex-prime minister John Major. (Sir John Major, KG, CH, ACIB) Later, a small
fleet of blacked-out cars arrive and the grey couple are whisked away. It seems that
Aitken is known to lend out the boat to some of his old friends and cronies from time to
time. As for the man in the suit, and the blacked-out cars - who knows, but it sounds
quite 'spooky' to me!

Tipsy Pig Casserole
by Kathleen O’Keefe
Ingredients
450g Diced Pork
Flour (to coat pork pre-browning)
Olive Oil (tbsp.)
1 Cooking Apple
450ml of Chicken or Vegetable Stock
200ml of Cider (if you would prefer "Sober Pig Casserole"
increase stock by another 200ml)
Packet of Bacon diced
2 Carrots sliced
1 chopped up Onion
Mushrooms sliced
1-2 fresh Sage Leaves
A couple of pinches of dried or small bunch of fresh Parsley
1tbsp of Crème Fraiche
Directions
Preheat the oven to 150degC for a slow cook (3hours+) or
200degC to be ready serve in 60-90mins.
Dice the Pork and coat in flour with a pinch of Parsley. Heat
some cooking oil in a pan and brown off the pork, bacon
and onions. Remove from heat and put the pork, bacon
and onions into casserole dish. Add to the dish the
carrots, chopped apple and mushrooms slowly pour in cider
(if using) and then the stock. Add a few sage leaves, parsley
and pepper (as per tastes).
Cover the casserole dish and place in the oven. Check meat
and vegetables are cooked thoroughly before serving.
Increase time in oven if required. Stir in crème fraiche
just before serving.
Serving Suggestions:
Serve with rice or sweet potato mash.

Letters Page
All letters are accepted for publication if they are signed and with the author’s
address. All opinions expressed are those of the author, not the Trust

Dear all from N.B. Indulgence,
For the second year running we visited the basin to take advantage of your
facilities and to see friend. As always the welcome and friendliness was
wonderful. It seemed that nothing we asked for was too much trouble and if
help was needed it was given with no hint that we were a nuisance. If only other
marinas could show the same welcome.
I am sorry to say that what happened when we left the basin I blame on my
wife. Before we left she presented me with a brass plaque which said “I’ve
Survived Gosty Hill Tunnel” I wish she had not!!!! She is a witch!
Our new tunnel light worked perfectly, erected temporarily on a step, but half
way through the tunnel the engine stalled. It felt like something major on the
prop stalling the engine. The boat continued drifting towards the far end and we
decided to “leg” [or rather push] the boat to the entrance where we could get
light and see the problem. We did so and found a 4 inch diameter piece of wood
just long enough to wedge across the weed hatch with the propeller buried into
it and invisible from above. Efforts involving a mooring pin and mallet were
unsuccessful and it was even suggested we may have to have the boat taken out!
I got down on my [rather large] stomach with a chisel and hammer and started
chipping away at the wood which was under water and 18 inches below me. A
slow process! bit by bit, chip by chip I worked, relieved by Liz for a short time
and interrupted by a local resident who saw we had problems and came to offer
help. By this time I had made progress and said I was nearly through but he
returned 10 minutes later with a saw etc. He told me that until recently the grass
by the tunnel entrance was overgrown and used as a dump by local youths. He
had cleared the mess and cut the grass so now it was no longer used as a dump
and as many of you will have noted, it is a pleasant grassed area.
At last after 2 hours I succeeded in clearing the prop so off we went, heartened
by the kindness of a non-boating local resident and greatly relieved.
It has not put us off Hawne Basin and we hope to see you all next year.
Merry Christmas to you all.
David and Liz Roach

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP
In early July Richard was contacted by a representative from
Groundwork West Midlands, who told him that he had money to spend
on the Dudley No. 2 Canal. Gill and Richard duly met with Chris Leech,
who explained that there was some money left over from a Dudley
Canal Trust Project and they wanted it to be spent on the Dudley No.2.
The idea was that activities would be centred on Park Head, Bumblehole
and Hawne Basin (being the two ends and the middle of the Dudley No.
2.)
Chris was offering training opportunities for volunteers in boat handling
(to RYA Helmsman Certificate Standard)……First Aid…..Bid Writing…….
Brush Cutting and Strimming. In addition, he wanted to run boat trips
for the public using Electra.
All of this seemed too good an opportunity to miss, but the only
problem was that it was the middle of the summer holidays and many
people were away from the Basin. It was decided to put a three-line
whip on the Governing Council to enable the events to take place.
The boat trips were a huge success….. They went from Coombes Bridge
to the winding hole and back. Members of the Trust gave their time to
do the commentaries on the trips so visitors would learn a little about
the canal and its heritage.
The Animal Man turned up with tarantulas, snakes and a huge (and I
mean enormously huge) rabbit!!! Members of the Governing Council
nearly overcame some phobias that day as we were so close to these
animals.
The Falconry Centre from Hagley came with owls, hawks and eagles.
They were magnificent and kept the crowds enthralled with their flying.
All in all it was a very successful day and attracted over 600 people.

This can only be good news for local canals and for Coombeswood Canal
Trust
In addition, the various courses were held and Tony, Ivor and Richard
obtained their Helmsman’s Certificates. (We worked out that they had
almost 80 years boating experience between them so they should have
passed the course!) To add to the experience, they carried out a live
‘Man overboard’ procedure when someone fell off a boat at Windmill
End!
Four people took part in the First Aid training, so we should have more
volunteers for the first aid tent at the next open weekend. Five people
took part in the bid writing course with a view to applying for grants for
towpath improvement between Coombes Bridge and Gosty Tunnel,
restoration work for The Heritage Boats and money for the reinstatement of the canal beyond the Stank.
Sadly the brush cutting course did not take place.
On behalf of the Governing Council can I thank everyone who gave up
their time to make the project a success.

Gill Reynolds

Many people enjoyed the Fun Day and learned more about the Cut

The amazing eagle brought by the Bird Man

Membership
A paid up member is entitled to:
* Vote at Annual General and Extra-ordinary Meetings
* Receive the Trust's journal 'Interchange'
* Use the facilities at Hawne Basin
* 5% discount at Jacksons of Old Arley on production of a current
membership card (in-store only) Spring Hill Industrial Estate, Old Arley,
Near Coventry, CV7 8HN.
* 5% discount at Midland Chandlers on production of a current
membership card (in-store only)
* 15% discount at Cotswold Outdoor on stating the discount code AFCCT-H4
* 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with leading marine
insurance provider, Towergate Mardon. Call 0800 515 629 for a quote
and instant cover, using the reference 'Coombeswood'. Conditions
apply. New customers only.
* Online shopping discounts when you register at Easy Fundraising and
raise funds for us too (see below)
Sign up to Easy Fundraising for free and use the links on the
easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a percentage of
whatever you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to yourself.
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coombeswoodct/

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing,
or going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will
need. We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will
probably be cheap as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re
at the Basin – you’ll be amazed at what we’ve got and what we
can get!
Your shop will always do the best for YOU.

THE GLASS BARGE
NEE
PRIDE OF SANDWELL
Some of you may have noticed that ‘Pride of Sandwell’ has been sitting unused
for some time and looking a bit sorry for herself.
Some of you may have seen her being lifted out of the water at the beginning of
November and being put on the hardstanding.

We thought people may be wondering what is happening to her, so here is the
story...
We have been moorers at Hawne for the last 4 years with our present boat
‘Enchanted Moon’ and previously had been shareholders in Freedom, so have
been around the Basin for about 8 years in all.
For the last 2 years we have had a trading licence for Enchanted Moon and have
been making and selling Fused Glass Jewellery on the canals. You may have
seen our stall at the open weekend this year or at the BCN rally in 2012 at
Tipton pump house.

The workshop in the back cabin at present is very restricting and we are not able
to have all the tools we need with us on the boat. Selling from the side of the
boat is very weather dependent and we need to be out with the stall all the time.
These restrictions made us start thinking about acquiring a second boat as
gallery and workshop, giving us more space both for displaying our stock,
designing and making.
‘Pride of Sandwell’ looked to be the right size, with plenty of windows for light,
a large front cockpit for customers to enter and she was in need of a bit of TLC.
As the charity that had been operating Pride of Sandwell was no longer able to
maintain her, they were interested in our offer to purchase and she became ours
at the end of October.
Now, with the help of Tony Friar, we are in the process of stripping out the
interior, remodelling the stern and bow and then refitting the interior. She will
eventually become ‘The Glass Barge’ and not only be a showroom and
workshop, but will be able to offer courses in fused glass jewellery making.
Our intention is still to be based at Hawne, if possible, but hope to be spending
the main boating season cruising the system, with both boats, hopefully being
joined by willing friends to help move them.

Andy and Pam Kallender

n.b. Enchanted Moon

YOUR advert or information could be filling this space.
Contact the Editor on 07974302979 or e-mail copy to
fair.rosamund43@gmail.com
and spread the word that’s important to you and that
might be really helpful for other members.

The Coombswood Colliery Fire
Just a night shift down at Coombswood in the springtime of twenty nine,
Engines whirling, cables turning, men are working down the mine.
Up above them, families sleeping, wives and children lost in dreams
While their menfolk far beneath them sweat and toil to hew the seams.
Then a cry goes through the colliery, there’s a fire down below,
Johnson’s sidings started blazing, men are stopped in-nowhere to go.
Driven backwards by the fire, tunnels filling with heat and smoke
For the lads in Johnson’s sidings nothing left but to wait and choke
Rescue teams are called to action, brave men struggling every one,
Fight unresting to save their comrades till all hope of life is gone.
Tired and aching, burned and choking still the men stay underground
Till the fire’s finished burning and the Johnson’s men are found.
Through the village news is spreading, Coombswood colliery’s all ablaze,
Wives and sweethearts, sons and daughters hurry onwards in a daze.
At the pithead a silent vigil, each one sharing another’s pain
No one knowing, but still hoping that they’ll see their men again.
Now the cage has reached the pithead, dead and injured stretchered out,
Faces showing grief and sadness, no more hoping, no more doubt.
Eight men lost in Johnson’s siding, eight men caught in that burning hole
Eight full lives were cruelly wasted, all to hew the country’s coal.

Phil Mansell

(n.b. Katie)

Winter
Winter is generally perceived to be a quiet time for our native wildlife. The trees
are closing down for another year and are busy off -loading their leaves. The
Robin in the hedgerow has moved south to where the weather is a little bit
warmer and has been displaced by other Robins arriving from Scandinavia.
There are the other species lying almost dormant, such as the hedgehog, or
going into serious hibernation like the dormouse and bats. I have to admit that
the prospect of hibernation is sometimes a tempting pipe dream for my boating
exploits to be able to do the same. How nice would it be to be able to go to my
nice warm bed on a nice warm boat and set the alarm for spring!

This morning it was a spectacular sunrise, one that I witnessed due to Poppy the
dog waking me from my bunk. It all started before sunrise with the faint sound
of a fox barking somewhere down the canal. Poppy was stirred to do that low
throaty grumble by her more deeper instincts, instincts that had been bred into
her over many generations as her ancestors are wire-haired fox terriers. She was
on edge and, like all dogs, wanted to do an external security check. So I let her
out of the aft door, only to be confronted by a spectacular sunrise. After
snapping a couple of photographs I was also drawn by a deeper instinct of my
own; to get back on the boat to resume enjoyment the warmth of the stove, an
instinct that goes back to our ancient ancestry and the first use of fire. Plus it's a
bit cold in thin pyjamas.

Mick n Maggie Fitzgibbons

Rose of Arden

Work Party Rumblings
So far this winter season we have completed three work parties on the
canal.
Two of these were to remove the graffiti from the bridges, signs and
other canal furniture, and repaint where required (see pictures). The
improvement lasted about a week! The third was a tree lopping session;
this will be on-going at present. We started at Garretts Bridge and are
coming back towards the site of the old Tiger Chain Works. The joey
boat proved to be invaluable for this as we were able to dump a lot
more brash straight into it and not into Hawne, leaving room for the
usual collection of rubbish, plastic bottles, plastic sheeting, empty gas
bottles and this time even a bed.
At a meeting with CRT it was agreed that we would be able to load the
joey up and, after agreeing a time with CRT, take the joey to a prearranged spot where the brash would be transhipped by them to a lorry
for disposal at their cost. This will prove to be a great improvement on
previous disposal methods.
The work on the towpath from the gate down to the end of the
moorings is now completed thanks to a three-day work party.
Finally, the work parties dates for next year. Due to the fact that I have
many other commitments I have decided that for the winter/spring
season of 2014 there will only one work party a month. However,
should there be an ‘emergency’ I will be prepared to take out Hawne to
deal with it.
These will be:
January 19th

February 16th

March 16th

April 13th

All these dates are on Sundays following a social function in the hope
that members staying on their boats after the socials will attend or
return the next day to join the work party.
Ivor Chambers

Work Party Organiser

n.b. Countess

Before the work party

After all the hard work

Social Events in 2014
All events have a door charge of £5 to cover food and prizes.
Guests of members are always welcome. Booking is advised
due to limited numbers (fire regs) and catering needs.

January 18th brings Pirate Night, with a treasure hunt,
Rum Punch, hot and cold buffet and lots of aaaaarrrrr!
Fancy dress encouraged.
February 15th gives us Valentine’s Night with buffet,
raffle and the opportunity for a little romance.
March 15th sees another chance to win at our famous St
Patrick’s Race Night. Free champagne or Buck’s Fizz if
you prefer. Hot and cold buffet.
April 12th brings us to the end of our season and we’re
planning a barbecue (£5 per pack) and we’ll provide the
salads, sauces etc. We may even indulge in a little
music.
Hawne Basin Social Club offers good food at sensible prices every
Saturday and Sunday lunchtime from Oct/Nov to April.
The Cabin bar offers canned beers, lagers and cider at £1.50,
bottled versions at £2.00 and spirits at £1.00 per measure. Soft
drinks range from 60p to £1.00, so you can have a good night out
without spending a fortune.
Everyone is welcome to our warm and comfy clubhouse. All profits go to fund
the Trust’s aims and objectives and all the work is done by volunteers. If you’d
like to get involved, see a member of the Social Committee or Governing
Council or e-mail the Editor.

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August

Title (Mr,Mrs,Miss,Ms,Dr,)
First Name
Last Name
Address

Membership Paid
£
I wish to make a donation
£
Total Enclosed (cash/chq)
£

Post Code

Please make cheques payable to
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’

Telephone

Email
Associate Membership £25.00
(Associations, Organisations & Companies)
Individual (18+) £8.00 Joint: £14.00
(Individuals and Families)

OAP* /f/t student: £ 6.00 Joint: £10.00
*I declare that I am eligible to receive the state
pension/ a full time student: Signed
________________________

I have read and agree to abide by the Rules of the Trust.
The information on this form will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the
Data Protection Act (1984), members may examine their entry at any reasonable time by prior
arrangement.
Signed _________________________

Date ____________

Gift Aid declaration:
I am a UK taxpayer and wish Coombeswood Canal Trust to treat all subscriptions and donations I
make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid Donations and reclaim tax accordingly.
Print Name ____________________________________
Signed ________________________ Date ____________
Gift Aid Notes:
1. You can cancel the Gift Aid declaration at any time by notifying the Trust in writing.
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the Trust reclaims on your
donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give on or after 6 April 2008)

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital
gains equal to the tax that the Trust reclaims, you can cancel your declaration (see note 1 above).

Governing Council
Richard Woodward - Chairman
Tel 01384 825680
e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk
Gill Reynolds - Secretary
Caroline Whorton - Treasurer
Jon Jones - Outside Events and Publicity
Ivor Chambers - Work Parties
Jeffrey Carter - Health and Safety
Jeni Hatton - Trading Company/Interchange
e-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com
Tel: 07974 302979
Tony Friar - Moorings & Site Manager
Steve Fellows - Site Co-ordinator & Projects
Office
Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353
e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com
www.hawnebasin.org.uk

