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Editor’s Whatsits
Here we are again, Summer already and I don’t know where the year’s
gone. We’ve cracked on with remodelling the Cabin, and the drive to
restore the canal beyond the stank is gaining momentum. April 24th saw
the tenth anniversary of the opening of the Peniket Bar, which Tony P
and Keith Hewlett were instrumental in building – our everlasting thanks;
it’s been a Godsend!
The Basin greened up amazingly once the storms abated, and Tony,
John Smith and the gang have been cutting back undergrowth so the
arm is passable. Loads of logs left so we’re selling them in the shop.
For the first time we hosted the end of the BCNS Marathon Challenge
and had thirty-five or so visiting boats on 26th May. It was an amazing
day which everyone seemed to enjoy.
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this issue. It’s good to have your
input and I welcome suggestions for improvement as well as articles for
inclusion.

Jeni Hatton

Editorial Policy

n.b. Fair Rosamund

Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which
might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the
Governing Council or the Editor

RECYCLING BINS
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic SORRY
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Atlas & Malus
Our new manager Paul needs your help.
As some of you know, Adrian Smith has resigned as
Manager of the Heritage Boats due to health reasons
(get well soon!)
So, to introduce myself, I am Paul Smith (no relation).
I have been a member of BCNS for nearly three
years; some of you will know me from the work parties
and with helping to crew A & M.
I have always had a keen interest in historic boats
and have offered to take over from Adrian. I look
forward to meeting crew both new and old over the
coming year so let me know if you’re interested in
helping out.
My e-mail address is paul.smith879@yahoo.co.uk
(Let’s all do what we can to help Paul get the most out
of Atlas and Malus for both the Trust and the Society.

Ed.)

The Boating Year
Christmas has been and gone, it's the start of another year;
canals now starved of cash, will our lifestyle disappear;
January is cold and wet, and the towpath strewn with mud;
potholes puddles and dog shit, to walk there now not good.
The clock tick-ticks on and on, and the day drags by so slow;
canal boat life is now halted, our spirits also are so low;
February freezes the water, ice covers where you walk;
dirty snow lies on the ground, it’s too cold to stop and talk.
Daylight starts to lengthen, the water begins to flow;
snow has turned to rain, and the wind begins to blow;
March brings that madness, to get everything repaired;
end of the stoppage season, faults have all been squared.
Easter is the cruising season, and all our plans now laid;
routes and paths are chosen, the count of locks is made;
April is a time for showers, a weak sun is there as well;
the early leaves are opening, spring flowers a heady smell.
The hedgerow is full of blossom, the birds are singing now;
summer is not so far away, the field’s put to the plough;
May is the boater’s month, a time when gentle breezes play;
the kingfisher and the heron, each seek out their prey.
The sunshine has dispelled the winter’s gloom and doom;
glorious is the season, bright yellow flowers of broom;
June is when the sun climbs, ever upwards in the sky;
soon we will reach the solstice, the sun is at its high.
Warm are summer evenings, the twilight a starry glow;
the soporific sound of insect, and raucous calls of crow;
July brings the best of summer, the sunset lingers on;
shadows of the afterglow, gliding silhouette of a swan.
Flowers are everywhere, bees work from day till night;
bats and owls out hunting, swoop on silent wings of flight;
August fruit begins to swell, a promised plenty to come;
heavily fruiting branches, of apple cherry and plum.
Now the year is more fulsome, as the season is mature;
chicks and kits are growing, a return to our place to moor;
September days grow shorter, life begins to wind down;
bright greens are now turning, a rustic yellow and brown.

The summer cruising season, draws to an autumnal end;
preparing for the winter, moored once again with friends;
October has chill mornings, swirls of mist hang in the air;
boat stove is now smoking, heavy clothes we start to wear.
Autumn is chestnut and fireworks, now it’s bonfire time;
squalls of windblown rain mark a season of frosty rime;
November is depressing, sitting huddled round the fire;
longing for summer days, and cruise to my heart’s desire.
Time to repair and mend, preoccupied by distant thoughts;
plans are laid for next year, that sometime come to naught;
December is cold and drab, Christmas brings a little cheer;
summers memories rekindled, looking forward to next year.

Mike Fitzgibbons

n.b. Rose of Arden

Our ducklings………

Mummy duck took up residence in the flower bed on top of the electric
box just behind n.b. Enfor. Christine Turner snapped the ducklings as
they hatched – nine out of eleven!

Chairman’s Ramblings
For a couple of weeks I had the first line of my ramblings for this issue
in my head and they were to start :- “ I have actually managed to
escape from the Basin on my boat and write these ramblings on the
sunny front deck of my boat on a tranquil mooring just above Hyde Lock
“ . Well, the good news is I did get away on the boat but totally failed
when it came to writing this piece! (“as usual” I insert before the editor
does!).
Having carried out an inspection cruise (jolly) along the navigable length
of the Dudley No.2. it made me think back to our first trips in Margaret
Ann along the No2 some twenty years ago. At that time I would not
expect less than two or three trips down the weed hatch prior to
reaching Windmill End junction. Now it is more of a surprise if I open the
weed hatch at all. In fact, on this trip the only place I had to intervene
with a shaft to remove polythene from the prop was at Stourbridge top
on the way back. Is this a measure that the canal is getting cleaner
/deeper?
On tow path improvements, I note that the section past Lodge Farm
reservoir is returning to muddy puddles some years after substantial
resurfacing was completed. A more permanent-looking surface was
recently laid from Waterfall Lane Bridge towards Totnal Bridge. It may
well be that increased tow path footfall requires some less traditional
techniques to be applied.
Even floating rubbish seemed to be less obtrusive, although I did
recover a propane bottle from Blowers Green and brought it back to the
Basin ( I wonder how many volunteer points that’s worth ?).
Although writing blind to the contents of this issue, I am sure after you
have read it you will get the feeling the Trust is in a good place, with
massive opportunities to move forward.

Cont’d…..

Chairman’s Ramblings cont’d…..
Atlas has returned with a new bottom (well, A & M are both out and
about on the cut as I write). The BCNS 24hr Challenge had a highly
successful finish at Hawne Basin ( big thank you to all involved) with yet
another visit from Richard Parry, Chair of CRT, We have successfully
bid for funding for a Youth Engagement worker and had lots of
interesting conversations with a local schools and college.
Sorry it’s a short one, but time is pressing.
Have a jolly summer boating
Richard.

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS
Membership renewal is due on 1st August.
Pay in the shop or send a cheque to
Caroline Whorton at 21 Hyperion Road,
Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SO, ensuring
we have your correct contact details
including e-mail if you have it.
YOU CAN FILL IN A STANDING ORDER
MANDATE, OBTAINABLE IN THE OFFICE
OR CABIN, SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO
REMEMBER EVERY YEAR

Coombeswood Canal Trust
Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen,
West Midlands. B62 8AW
Telephone 0121 550 1355
Registered Charity No. 1088978
Company Registered No. 04181961

Annual General Meeting of Coombeswood Canal Trust held in the
Cabin, Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen, West Midlands
B62 8AW
on Saturday 5th April 2014 at 2:00pm.
Present: 77 members in good standing, as listed on the sign-in sheet held by
the Membership Secretary
Apologies: Belle Woodward; Chris Morgan & family; Barbara & Geoff
Peakman; Barry & Eileen Johnson; Dave Pearson; David & Susie
Owen; Phil &Oz Mansell; Stuart & Julia Finch; Jenny Maxwell; Liz
Roach; Kate & Alan Pashley; Jim & Sue Trezise; Bob Broomhall;
Christine Smith; Tiggy & Parry Ireland; Cath Doggett; Dave
Chambers; Tracey Saunders; Andrew Saunders; Dave & Sue
Necklen; John & Pam Pugh; Jodie Garrett; Mary Ingleson; Shane &
Wendy Lovett

Notes
1. Approval of the Minutes of the 2012 AGM (Held 2 nd March 2013):
It was proposed by Jon Jones and seconded by Ivor Chambers that the
Minutes of the 2012 AGM, held on 02.03.2013, be accepted.
Approved unanimously.
2. Matters arising from the Minutes: None had been notified to the
Meeting.
3. Governing Council Report


RW began by voicing the Governing Council’s gratitude and
appreciation to that core of volunteers who worked tirelessly

throughout the year, and said that more individuals had come
forward to help this year
1113 hours recorded for work around Hawne Basin, the
slipway, other site work and in the Cabin. Not forgetting the
tow path improvements down the arm
335 hours recorded for Work Parties along the Dudley No2.
Including the volunteer hours for the dredging project
85 Visiting Boats – 1 night or more.





It is important that all volunteers record their hours of work as
the Trust can use this data when applying for funding and when
showing that it is reaching its Aims and Objectives.
The bi-annual Open Weekend was held in May 2013, and was
attended by approximately 2000 local residents. James Morris,
our local MP, attended for several hours over the weekend and
spent a significant portion of this discussing the future plans of
the Trust. He was very supportive and particularly interested in
how the canal could be used to link the Green Wedge,
Leasowes Park and the Abbey ruins.
Lapal Canal Trust, the local IWA, and CRT continue use the
Cabin for meetings, as do other groups of non-canal related
people, such as the local Business Watch.



Atlas and Malus
Mainly local events were attended by the boats, raising the
profile of the Trust and the BCNS and furthering our Aims and
Objectives. We are in preliminary discussions with a local
school on the possibility of incorporating them in their Duke of
Edinburgh scheme – watch this space. We also need to create a
Heritage Boat Working group jointly with BCNS to both define
our strategy and chase funding.



Joey “Ringo”
Is in service at minimal cost on long-term loan to CCT and is
already proving its worth as a safer option with Hawne when




tree-cutting and rubbish collection are being done. Its
educational use as an artefact also fulfils Aims and Objectives.
New Walking Guide is now published and distributed. It has
already resulted in enquiries and visitors.
Financial Challenges Ahead:
Last year I said the Governing Council was looking at mooring
fee rises just above inflation over several years to recover
income lost to inflation over the period of zero increases.
However, the Trust’s financial position is improving, with
mooring fees likely only to increase in line with inflation this
year. The accounts show both increased income and reduced
expenditure.
As a rough guide, we spent in the order of £7k that could be
deemed as towards our charitable aims and objectives and, on
top of this, added over £12k of excess income for the year
towards the funds for the “big” projects.
The charitable spending towards Aims and Objectives is met in
different ways. Publicity and publications form part of it, as do
costs associated with Work Parties like maintenance on Hawne
and Ringo. This year we are able to show significant spending
on the dredging programme working with CRT. Atlas and Malus
costs are almost entirely attributable to Aims and Objectives,
although this year costs were very low due to free licences
being donated by CRT and operating costs for events being
covered by donations raised at the events by the boat crews.
Some projects will be more expensive than others and
therefore a ‘fighting fund’ needs to be accrued. Atlas is
currently having a new bottom welded on and our ½ share of
this will show in next year’s accounts, but this level of
expenditure will not be required every year.



Some of our charitable spend even managed to return a profit,
like the £2149 invested in the Open Weekend which returned
£7567 !
Forward Planning:
o Short Term:

 Monthly work parties using Hawne and Ringo to keep
the Dudley No. 2 free from rubbish, with ad hoc trips to
clear reported obstructions to navigation.
 Promote the Dudley No. 2 as an asset to the community
using the walking guide Windmill End to Hawne Basin –
issue 2 is now available – the new walking guide around
the Coombeswood area and the visitor mooring in the
Basin to encourage traffic along the canal,
 Open Weekend to attract the local populace (and make
money despite a conscious effort to concentrate on
attracting visitors rather than income).
 Dredging the Dudley No. 2 for the first time in some
25years. This is now complete - CCT has paid 50%
towards materials and posts to hold back the dredgings
and Trust volunteers installed the posts and materials to
the canal.
 Nearly £4k grant funding obtained to employ a youth
Officer. CCT to match fund. Initially a 1 year project.
o Medium Term:
 Promoting projects for towpath improvements along
the Dudley No. 2 from Gosty Tunnel to Hawne Basin.
 Partnerships for various improvement works along the
Dudley No. 2
 In discussions with Windsor High School about working
with Duke of Edinburgh students.
o Long Term:
 Promoting the extension of the Dudley No. 2 Canal
towards Leasowes Park. This will obviously require
considerable funds, but the benefit of connecting the
canal network to the park will boost both canal and park
as visitor attractions. Site visit and communication
ongoing with CRT.


Opportunities for Members to join in:
o Heritage Boats working group – We need to create a
new group in conjunction with BCNS. The group needs

o

o

o
o

o
o

to deal with outside funding opportunities and Duke of
Edinburgh initiative as well as coordinating boat
movements and maintenance.
Sub-committee for the restoration of the Dudley No. 2
canal needs members. Roy Burgess is keeping this well
and truly alive but the project will need significant fund
raising and campaigning.
Volunteers are needed for work in the Basin and out on
the Canal. Not all of the work needs physical fitness.
Talk to Governing Council and Social Club Committee
members to see what’s needed.
Social Club needs volunteers and ideas for talks, events
etc.
A Site Management sub-committee is needed if the
Trust is to avoid paying for skills we may already have
within the membership. It needs a team, as one person
cannot do all of it.
Open Weekend Planning for 2015 will need to start
later this year
We need people for project liaison with other partners
on Towpath Improvement.

4. That the Profit and Loss Account for the year ended 31 st July 2013
together with a Balance Sheet as at 31st July 2013 be approved:
Graeme Underwood informed the meeting of the takeover of
his previous practice by Nicklin LLP in Halesowen, for whom he
now works. He went on to present the profit and loss account
for the Trust, a copy of which was distributed at the meeting
and is available to be viewed in the Basin Office.
It was proposed by Michael Morley and Seconded by Jeni
Hatton that the Accounts be accepted. Approved unanimously.
5. Appointment of Auditor - Graeme Underwood, for the Accountants
(Nicklin LLP), said that he had arranged for the fees to be frozen yet
again.

It was proposed by Roy Kenn and seconded by Caroline Whorton and
unanimously approved that the Accountants be retained.
6. Resignation of Council Members - Richard Woodward, Jon Jones and
Jeff Carter stood down from Governing Council, They had also
indicated their willingness to stand for re-election. Pat Walker had
already resigned in 2013.
7. Election of Council Members – Richard Woodward, Jon Jones and Jeff
Carter stood for re-election. Adrian Smith and Steve Fellows have also
put their names forward for election.
As there were 5 candidates for 4 posts, the meeting was paused while
a ballot was taken and counted.
The results of the ballot were:Richard Woodward
Jon Jones
Jeff Carter
Steve Fellows
Adrian Smith

73 Votes
56Votes
54 Votes
35 Votes
29 Votes

Richard Woodward, Jon Jones, Jeff Carter and Steve Fellows were duly
voted onto the Governing Council.
8. Any Other Business
Caroline Whorton had requested that the Trust’s current status on Gift
Aid be discussed.
This was duly presented and all members were urged to ensure they
signed up if eligible.
There being no further business having been notified, the meeting
closed at 3.30 p.m.

Richard Woodward declared the bar open.

Attentive audience at the AGM
Photo: Bob May

Do NOT shampoo in the shower
I don’t know WHY I didn’t figure this out sooner: I use shampoo in the
shower.
When I wash my hair, the shampoo runs down my whole body, and
printed very clearly on the shampoo label is this warning:
FOR EXTRA BODY AND VOLUME.
No wonder I have been gaining weight!
Well, I got rid of that shampoo and I ‘m going to start showering with
Dawn Fresh Fairy Liquid instead. Its label reads:
DISSOLVES FAT THAT IS OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO REMOVE.
Problem solved.

Jeff Carter

Benefits of Membership
A paid up member is entitled to:
* Vote at Annual General and Extra-ordinary Meetings
* Receive the Trust's journal 'Interchange'
* Use the facilities at Hawne Basin
* 5% discount at Jacksons of Old Arley on production of a current
membership card (in-store only) Spring Hill Industrial Estate, Old Arley, Near
Coventry, CV7 8HN.
* 5% discount at Midland Chandlers on production of a current membership
card (in-store only)
* 15% discount at Cotswold Outdoor on stating the discount code AF-CCT-H4
* 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with leading marine insurance
provider, Towergate Mardon. Call 0800 515 629 for a quote and instant cover,
using the reference 'Coombeswood'. Conditions apply. New customers only.
* Online shopping discounts when you register at Easy Fundraising and raise
funds for us too (see below)
Sign up to Easy Fundraising for free and use the links on the
easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever
you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to yourself.
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coombeswoodct/

Invite your non-boating friends to become members - the more the
merrier.

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or
going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need.
We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably be
cheap as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin –
you’ll be amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get!
Your shop will always do the best for YOU.

To the Governing Council….. an open
plea from an aging resident
Dear Governing Council, hear my plea
I’d get down on my bended knee
Sadly though, the knee’s not good
But still, I’d get down if I could,
It’s Hereward Rise of which I speak
The thought of it makes me go weak
The uphill daily trudge, I swear
Just fills me full of black despair.

A sort of stair-lift would be nice
But that would come at quite a price.
So how about a flat-pack trolley?
To ride in that would be quite jolly!
A bell-push could then be installed
The trolley’d come when it was called.
We’d all hop on and stay quite still
And be wound up to t’top of t’hill.
Dear G.C please do not reject
This “Oldies Anti-trudge” project.
All you’d have to do is spend
What’s left when other projects end.
Now that you have heard my plea
I’ll try to get up off my knee
On second thoughts, perhaps I ought
To go and get my Own transport!

Christine Turner

n.b. Enfor

Work Party Rumblings
As Ivor takes a well-earned rest on his summer-long cruise, much
of the necessary ongoing maintenance work has devolved to The
Lads. A work party took place earlier in May to cut and trim trees
along the main line from Burton Bridge to the Stank. Thanks to
John Smith and Alan Oakley for helping. Tony also had help from
Keith and Mick Cook, Mick M and Steve, among others, to chip up
the wood afterwards. In fact, Alan the caretaker had a lot of help
from Mick Morley, despite Mick having had two eye operations in
the same week! Special thanks due there, we feel.
Another work party was held to lay the ramp for the new exit from
the clubhouse. Thanks to Keith and Mick Cook and Alan Oakley.
Alan will be providing handrails for either side of the ramp. Shane
Lovett moved the emergency lights and alarm points, and the boys
have blocked the old Fire Exit in time for CovCon to start cladding
the building in late June.
Hawne is on stand-by for any emergency rubbish removal but
formal work parties will re-start in October.
Tony Friar

Moorings and Site Manager
BOOKING THE SLIPWAY…….

As many of you will know, the slipway is very popular and well booked in advance.
Tony is currently taking bookings for 2015 and it would be wise to get in if you want to
avoid disappointment.
For the avoidance of doubt, boat owners are expected to be on hand when their boat
is slipped, particularly if it needs to be moved from another part of the Basin. If this

causes difficulty then the slipway party will be happy to move your boat for you
as long as they are given notice. There will be a £20 fee for this service.

See Tony for bookings and queries.

The land beyond the stank, otherwise
known as the darkside.
So what do you do when you have time on your hands? Mow the lawn, do
washing/ironing, or me, go looking for a fight…not a physical one just the mental
equivalent these days.
It’s great being an armchair explorer with the advantage of Google maps, to pan in
and out of almost any place in the world at will, but it doesn’t bring the enjoyment of
exploring, particularly areas that are challenging.
So the No 9 bus from Birmingham dropped me off at Manor Way (Black Horse Public
House) and on the opposite side of the road between Sandvick Material Technology
(UK) and Cloister Drive the pathway follows along the bed of the Dudley No2 canal
into Leasowes Park.
Once across Mucklow Hill into the driveway of Mucklow Hill 2 Trading Estate I
expected to be challenged walking through the open security gate, but ha! put on a
high vis, with electronic note pad in hand, everbody thinks you have a right to be
there !
Climbing over the crash barrier put there to prevent any motors disappearing into
the old canal bed, the sight that met me was very positive. The canal bed was well
defined and showing signs of holding water, brickwork was defined. Protected by a
strong security fence on the towpath side and by a sharp drop-off on the off side, the
area is secure.
The length is overgrown but in better condition than I expected; a work party or two
would soon resolve the tree growth, to be followed by a much-needed tidy up of the
rubbish.
Oh, and as for fight - these days, only with the undergrowth.

Nothing that a bit of elbow grease wouldn’t solve!

Following the canal bed looking back from the stank towards Mucklow Hill and
Leasowes Park.
Jeff Carter

….and it appears that the restoration project has inspired even more, as this poem, soon to
become a song, shows us. Thanks to Tony P Cahill for composing it for us.

The Land Beyond The Stank
In ancient times there was a land the Romans tried to seek
Some way beyond Britannia in the northern ocean bleak
A brave man tried to reach it; they all called him a fool.
In Latin this great land was called ‘Ultima Thule’.
Beyond the stank, beyond the stank
They’ll all say ‘Thanks’ when we get beyond the stank
Move the planks and swell our ranks!
Yes, they’ll all say thanks when we get beyond the stank!
When Captain Cook sailed south he only had but one endeavour
To find Terra Australis he’d sail the seas forever.
One day he found a bay and something in his brain went ‘click’.
He said ‘We’ll populate this place with dossers from the nick!’
Beyond the stank, beyond the stank
They’ll all say ‘Thanks’ when we get beyond the stank
Move the planks and swell our ranks!
Yes, they’ll all say thanks when we get beyond the stank!
One small step for man, a giant leap for all mankind.
Apollo flew up to the moon and only footprints left behind.
(Apart from the Big Mac wrappers and coke bottles)
All through our human history brave folk have set the pace
And so we wonder what great feat’s next for the human race.
Beyond the stank, beyond the stank
They’ll all say ‘Thanks’ when we get beyond the stank
Move the planks and swell our ranks!
Yes, they’ll all say thanks when we get beyond the stank!
I doubt we’ll get as far as Armstrong, Cook or that Roman bloke
Let’s aim to get a hundred yards nearer to Selly Oak!
So let the cry be heard at Hawne from Coombeswood Canal Trust.
We’ll find the land beyond the stank; it’s Mucklow Hill or bust!

Beyond the stank, beyond the stank
They’ll all say ‘Thanks’ when we get beyond the stank
Move the planks and swell our ranks!
Yes, they’ll all say thanks when we get beyond the stank !
Tony P. Cahill

In Memoriam
It is with sadness that we report the death of Anne Danks,
widow of Alf. As many of you will know, Anne had been
ill for a very long time and we offer our condolences to
family and friends.
We also have to say farewell to Eric Foakes, a long-time
stalwart of BCNS and a friend to many here at Coombeswood. He passed away early in June and our thoughts
are with his family.

April Work Party on the Lapal Canal
Lapal Canal Trust held a work party on 25/26 April at Selly Oak behind the
scout hut. On the Friday we hired a digger/dumper and compressor, broke out
the concrete bund to the old bridge in Selly Oak Park, excavated along the tow
path wall and excavated the canal to a basic width of 3m. All the spoil was
loaded into the dumper and disposed of on site. We also cut down various
saplings and vegetation and built a bonfire.
Fifteen volunteers turned up and the Lapal ladies did the usual bacon rolls,
tea, coffee and cakes. Considering the weather was foul on the afternoon, the
canal section we dug out soon looked like a canal at long last.
Saturday saw us cut down more saplings and light a bonfire. Other volunteers
loaded concrete and bricks from by the old bridge into wheelbarrows and
carted them to the new bridge to infill the towpath. We also cut down a number
of trees in the section beyond the bridge adjacent to the edge of the park. Nine
volunteers turned up and the Lapal ladies did their usual tea, coffee, cakes
and rolls.
All this work is in readiness for the Waterways Recovery Group attending site
in July for one week. Anyone wishing to attend during this week please
contact Bob Broomhall on bobbroomhall@gmail.com or telephone 07531
328929 or 01562 710032.

Matt the digger

In the thick of it

Words and pictures supplied by Bob Broomhall

n.b. Valencia

The Marathon Challenge comes to Coombeswood
John Carrington and I, on behalf of the BCN Society and all those who took
part in the Marathon Challenge, wish to place on record our thanks to the
CCT Social Committee, to their helpers and to the Governing Council for
the wonderful welcome we received at the end of this year’s Challenge.
We were promised a ‘warm Black Country welcome’ and that is exactly
what we received, and more. I think it is safe to say that there has never
been a better finish to the Challenge, one that it will be very difficult for
anyone else to match.
The buffet which was provided was fantastic. Ma Pardoe’s Entire ‘was very
quickly’ appreciated, and a safe haven to stay overnight meant that people
could relax after their efforts. How on earth Tony managed to pack in an
additional 35 boats only he will know. Very well done to you all.
I know from comments received since the event that your generosity was
very much appreciated by all of the visiting boaters. Many of them were
surprised by the facilities available at Hawne Basin and even more so
when costs were compared with those elsewhere. If only more Members
would get involved in the same way as you all do, then these low costs
could be maintained for far longer. But that is another subject.
Perhaps in two years’ time we could finish at Hawne Basin again, if you will
have us and – just a little moan – it would be nice if more people from the
Basin would take part.
Roy Kenn and John Carrington

Challenge Organisers

Pictures courtesy of Maureen Morley
Top: Dove’s menagerie – warm as toast in their wonsies
Bottom: And still they kept coming through Burton Bridge!

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August

Title (Mr,Mrs,Miss,Ms,Dr,)
First Name
Last Name
Address

Membership Paid
£
I wish to make a donation
£
Total Enclosed (cash/chq)
£

Post Code

Please make cheques payable to
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’

Telephone

Email
Associate Membership £25.00
(Associations, Organisations & Companies)
Individual (18+) £8.00 Joint: £14.00
(Individuals and Families)

OAP* /f/t student: £ 6.00 Joint: £10.00
*I declare that I am eligible to receive the state
pension/ a full time student: Signed
________________________

I have read and agree to abide by the Rules of the Trust.
The information on this form will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the
Data Protection Act (1984)., members may examine their entry at any reasonable time by prior
arrangement.
Signed _________________________

Date ____________

UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth
of their contributions by signing a
GIFT AID DECLARATION.
Please e-mail
coombeswood@btconnect.com
or call the office on 0121 550 1355
or 07761 555353 and we’ll send you the form

Governing Council
Richard Woodward - Chairman
Tel 01384 825680
e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk
Gill Reynolds - Secretary
Caroline Whorton - Treasurer
Jon Jones - Vice-Chair/Outside Events/AWCC
Ivor Chambers - Work Parties
Jeffrey Carter - Health and Safety
Jeni Hatton - Trading Company/Interchange
e-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com
Tel: 07974 302979
Tony Friar - Moorings & Site Manager
Steve Fellows - Site Co-ordinator & Projects
Office
Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353
e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com
www.hawnebasin.org.uk
Printed by Keightley Print Limited 0121 561 3628

