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Editor’s Whatsits
Well at last the rain seems to have abated, and we’re still in the cut and
not stranded on the towpath. It’s really nice to see all the spring growth
around the Basin and we are all really grateful to those stalwarts who
keep the flowerbeds tended. Maureen’s ‘Adopt A Bed’ idea seems to be
working and there’s plenty to do if you still want to join in.
I really appreciate all the contributions that members have been sending
in. It’s good to know that people read the magazine and find it
interesting enough to comment on. We welcome articles, news and
views as well as letters and recipes. I try to keep you informed on
what’s happening around the Basin and in the Social Club, but I can’t be
everywhere so I rely on members to let me know snippets which might
interest the membership. It seems to be working well so far.
The next edition is the difficult one, since many of you will be off cruising
and the last thing you’ll be thinking about is my empty pages! Do let us
know where you’re cruising to and how it’s going – pictures if possible –
and we’ll do our best to reflect what the Trust and its members get up to.
All the best for the next three months.
Jeni Hatton

n.b. Fair Rosamund
Editorial Policy
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.

All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which
might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the
Governing Council or the Editor

RECYCLING BINS
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic SORRY

Front cover photo: Jeni Hatton

Crocuses at Hawne Basin 2014

STITCHCRAFT EVENINGS
On the second Friday of every month the Stitchcraft Evening is held in
the Cabin. Free to Trust members, anyone is welcome. From beginners
through to experts, we all come together to pass on skills we have and
learn new ones.
At last year’s Open Weekend the Stitchcraft members made various
items for sale on the Social Club Stand. This volunteer effort raised more
than £150 for Trust funds, as well as raising a laugh with some of our
Crafty Coombeswood Creatures. And a great big ‘aaaaah’ for the Tooth
Fairy Pillows.
Camaraderie and crochet, as well as a drink from the bar if you want one,
set the tone for a pleasant evening once a month. Just come along around
7.30 and ring the Social Club bell. You’ll be made welcome and have a good
night without spending a fortune.
We look forward to seeing you there, making new friends and learning new
skills…..or teaching them.

Thoughts on times past and present
I have had a curious message from a web site called UKHippy.Com.
Quote: "Back in the day, hippies were at the cutting edge of social change.
There were love-ins, sit-ins, expanded minds, festivals and tie dye! Nowadays
it's all a bit dull. Revolution has become mainstream and everyone's too happy
clicking 'like' on Facebook to bother getting involved. And we all know that
'liking' something, won't change the world!"
This set me off thinking about when I was a much younger man. I never
considered myself to be a hippy, hipster or hip for that matter. I was not even a
'Mod' if anything I was a 'Rocker' because I rode a motorcycle. But I could
never get myself into all the Mod-v-Rocker stuff. I just loved riding my bike and
it seemed to attract the right sort of girls.
But it was a more relaxed time, in an era before Aids, a time when there was
an amount of promiscuity in certain lifestyles. The hippy culture seemed to me
to be interchangeable with the Beatnik and Teddy Boy culture. One was
sexual freedom, Che Guevara and flower power. The other was a time of
student rebellion, sex, drugs and sausage rolls. The uniform was a black turtle
neck sweater, bongos, berets and dark glasses.
The sub-cultures seemed to come and go over the years. A new lifestyle era
apparently comes with each generation, such as Skinheads, New Age
Travellers, Eco-Warriors and Goths. But I am sure that there are many long
haired hippies and scruffy beatniks from my generation who now have shaven
heads, mortgage, wife, kids and a family dog. It took a while, but we have
eventually taken our dad's advice and got our hair cut.
But I'm not sure we ever changed the world.

By Mike Fitzgibbons

Rose of Arden

Do YOU have a service or product to offer?
You could be selling it in this space.
Call Jeni on 07974 302979 for rates and other details.
Reach all our members every three months!

Social Club Up-date
There has been a great deal of fun and frolic since the last issue of
Interchange, and I feel it’s only right that members should be informed
of what’s been occurring.
Christmas events in the Cabin were very well attended, and we
welcomed the IWA and the Lapal Canal Trust who had their
celebrations at Hawne Basin. This meant the ladies of the kitchen
spending most of December either shopping for foodstuffs or cooking,
helped by Maureen, Mary and Sheila. I think they deserve a medal! The
bar was busy too, and thanks are due to all those who took a turn
behind the bar. Byrnie, Pat Campbell, Mick Morley and Chris and
Michael Turner did sterling work.
During the course of discussions at Committee, the question arose of
redesigning how the Cabin is accessed. The current Fire Exit door is
quite dangerous and it was also felt that a door closer to the loos would
be an advantage! So work will commence shortly. Anyone with building
skills, or even the ability to barrow away rubble, will be welcomed. We
have to cut a new door-way and build a new wall to block off the old
door, so it will take a few of us – we’re not getting any younger after all!
See any Committee member and watch out for warning notices and emails.
January’s Pirates Night and February’s Valentine’s Night went
amazingly well, with over 40 people at each event. Everyone got into
the spirit, with costumes, and prizes galore were awarded at both
events. Race Night earlier in March was a lot of fun, with some people
winning at bit but with the Club’s finances winning overall, which is what
it’s all about. The Ascot Hat competition was amazing – well done
Wendy!
Lunches are going well with numbers growing , and it looks as if the
kitchen will turn a profit again this season. Saturday evenings at the bar
tend to be quiet unless there’s an event on, so think about us as a
venue when you’re planning a night out with friends. Your guests can
be signed in, and you’ll get change out of a tenner for four grown-up
drinks. You can’t say that in most clubs and pubs!

A Jolly (Roger) Good Time was had by all at our Pirates’ Night in
January. Everyone made an effort with costume and great prizes were
won, especially in the Treasure Hunt.

Valentine’s Night, and even more prizes were won for ‘bad taste’ ties
and headgear – everyone joined in the fun and the food was great, as
usual.

Saturday and Sunday Lunches
from October to April

Our kitchen is open Saturdays and Sundays between 12:00
and 13:30 (orders taken from 11:00 last orders 13:15)
Amongst other delights, you can choose elements to make
up a brunch or have one of the many Chef’s Specials.
For example, three slices of ham, two sausages, two rashers
of bacon, fried or scrambled egg would cost 70p each. Chips
are £1 a bowl. The Special (e.g. roast lamb dinner) is £3.00.
and with puddings from £1 to £1.75 it’s not an expensive
lunch. The company’s good, too!
Pam and Chris welcome members and guests.

----*----*----*----*----*----

Additional Membership Benefits……..
We have a limited numbers of children’s buoyancy
aids available (Various sizes)for members to
borrow. For availability please contact Alan or
Nick, our caretaking team, and make a donation if
you wish.
----*----*----*----*----*----

Chairman’s Ramblings
Here we go again: the editor is hounding me for my input for Interchange. It
does not seem 5 minutes since my last effort.
However, on reading my comments from the Winter 2013 edition, it highlights
just how fast things are moving along.
Richard Parry (Chair of CRT) has again visited the Basin, this time to talk at
the monthly IWA meeting (you did remember that the local IWA now hold their
meetings at the Cabin, didn't you?) and field questions from the audience.
What most impressed me was that he turned up unchaperoned by any other
CRT employees and genuinely wanted to learn from those present in the
room.
Unfortunately, just as funding and canal route looked to have been agreed for
the development in Selly Oak, the planning application was withdrawn so we
are back in limbo on that one.
CRT remains supportive of our aim to extend the Dudley No2 Canal towards
Leasowes Park and just last week a site visit was hosted by Roy Burgess and
Gill Reynolds. This was very productive and just maybe a few more feet of
Dudley No2 Canal can be restored by CCT - watch this space!
The Governing Council has also made progress with a strategy for our future
with short, medium and long term goals. In order to compete for funding on
larger projects we need to build up a portfolio of smaller successful projects.
Another area we are exploring is funding for a youth worker to get us involved
with a new generation of canal enthusiasts - well that's the plan!
You will by now have received notification of the belated 2012/2013 AGM. We
should get back on track this year so you can look forward to two of them in
2014.
As I write this the rain seems to have stopped and the sun has appeared:
makes one think of spring and boating!
So, for those of you going out: Happy Easter boating!

Richard.

It was just before Christmas………
…..when the shop roof was stripped of its felting by the
extreme weather conditions. The Lads assembled during a
dry period, and put it to rights before the stock was soaked.

We didn’t lose any stock and the shop is now weathertight. Thanks, lads!
Photo: courtesy of Bob May
New roof covering courtesy of Alan, Tony, Mick C, Mick M, Ted,
Steve C and Graham

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Maxwell and Rhian Dobbs
Nick and Dawn Fazey
Peter and Margaret Lloyd
Shane and Wendy Lovett
Barry and Judith Partridge

Letters Page
All letters are accepted for publication if they are signed and with the author’s address.
All opinions expressed are those of the author, not the Trust

Dear Editor
I have always had a great interest in old BCN boats. I wonder if anyone in the
past made any notes of the boats at Coombeswood Tube Works?
What I am interested in is being able to relate the Stewarts and Lloyds number
which was painted in large numerals in the front of the boat to the BCN
gauging number on the plate which would have been in a similar place.
If anyone has recorded this information and can share it with me I would be
very grateful!
Regards
Martin O'Keeffe

NB Hecla Hecla777@hotmail.com

Dear Richard
A very, very belated thank you – late because we haven’t had a very healthy
winter.
Could you please pass on our thanks to the team who did the new footpath on
the main line, past our boat? It has made it so much easier to push a
wheelchair, but particularly the ‘incut’ section to the boat, so thoughtful of
someone.
This section means we do not have to retrieve the landing planks every visit.
They stay in place without continually falling down.
It will be 50 years this year since we purchased our first boat and
unfortunately, after this winter, we cannot see ourselves doing a lot of longdistance cruising as in the past. However we will be spending more time on
the mooring so this improvement in the site will make a big difference.
Many thanks again

Roy and Jean Dobbs

n.b. Golden Jubilee

Letters Page cont’d
Dear All,
John and I have now been at Hawne Basin with ‘Windrush’ for well over a year and
we have enjoyed good company, some very good events and lovely times in The
Cabin for just chatting plus those splendid lunches provided by Pam and Chris.
The year culminated in a week up the slipway for an Insurance Survey for insurance
purposes, plus a hull blacking which was done by Kenny as John was not fit enough to
do, although he did manage to do the three bands around the stern! The slipway
was a great experience and an operation carried out with marvellous precision by
some great guys. Thank you!
Hope to be back at Hawne Basin soon.
Many thanks
John & Pam Pugh

Nb ‘Windrush’

Benefits of Membership
A paid up member is entitled to:
* Vote at Annual General and Extra-ordinary Meetings
* Receive the Trust's journal 'Interchange'
* Use the facilities at Hawne Basin
* 5% discount at Jacksons of Old Arley on production of a current
membership card (in-store only) Spring Hill Industrial Estate, Old Arley, Near
Coventry, CV7 8HN.
* 5% discount at Midland Chandlers on production of a current membership
card (in-store only)
* 15% discount at Cotswold Outdoor on stating the discount code AF-CCT-H4
* 15% discount on boat insurance premiums with leading marine insurance
provider, Towergate Mardon. Call 0800 515 629 for a quote and instant cover,
using the reference 'Coombeswood'. Conditions apply. New customers only.
* Online shopping discounts when you register at Easy Fundraising and raise
funds for us too (see below)
Sign up to Easy Fundraising for free and use the links on the
easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer, then a percentage of whatever
you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to yourself.
Invite your non-boating friends to become members - the more the
merrier.
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coombeswoodct/

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or
going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need.
We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably be
cheap as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin –
you’ll be amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get!
Your shop will always do the best for YOU.

Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs
The AWCC was formed in 1965 with the three aims of acting as a focus to address
local and national issues for those cruising the Inland Waterways, to provide
temporary moorings at other AWCC member clubs on a reciprocal basis and to offer
assistance to members in the event of breakdown or any emergency that may arise.
The Coombeswood Canal Trust, by paying an annual subscription, is a member ‘club’
of the AWCC and, as such all our members have the benefits of being part of this
wider organisation. Each year a Handbook listing all member clubs across all five
AWCC Regions is published with this giving all of the details and contact numbers to
enable assistance to be sought and temporary moorings to be arranged. This
handbook, published in March each year, is available for our members to purchase
from the Basin shop at a cost of approximately £2 (first come first served as only 25
copies have been purchased by the Trust) with sufficient membership cards
purchased from the AWCC for all our members.
The AWCC newsletter the ‘Alert’ is published on a quarterly basis and is now sent to
all AWCC reps electronically for onward circulation to all members, with a hard copy
available in the Cabin on the Trust’s AWCC notice board (next to the kitchen). As the
Trust’s Representative at the AWCC Midland Region meetings my role is to represent
the Trust at such meetings and to communicate back any issues for our attention and
that of the Governing Council, as appropriate. The Midland Region will meet
approximately four to five times each year (outside of the main Cruising ‘season’)
with these meetings moving around the Region and the March meeting at Stafford
Boat Club incorporating the Region AGM. Minutes of the Regional meetings are
available on the notice board for Trust members to read.
In addition, for those of you who are interested and enjoy attending Rallies, the
AWCC is celebrating its Golden Jubilee Anniversary, and is holding a Rally at Black
Buoy Cruising Club, near Knowle on the Grand Union, over the weekend 11 th to 13th
July. Entry forms are available on the table by the window in the Cabin.
For further information about the AWCC their website address is awcc.org.uk

Jon Jones

CCT Governing Council Member and our AWCC Rep.

RECIPES PAGE
MIXED MUSHROOM COMPOTE
8-12oz mixed mushrooms, sliced
1 medium onion, finely chopped
1 teaspoon dried mixed herbs

2 cloves garlic, crushed
2oz butter
Salt and pepper

Wipe and slice mushrooms, crush garlic with a pinch of salt (crush
garlic into salt paste using back of a spoon) and finely chop onion. Heat
the butter in a saucepan over moderate heat and cook the onions,
without browning, stirring constantly. Add the garlic paste, the
mushrooms and dried herbs, season and stir again. Lower the heat,
cover the pan and cook for 5 mins. Remove the lid and stir well, turn up
the heat and boil to reduce the liquid somewhat, slightly brown off the
mushrooms.
Serve hot on buttered toast.........with that much garlic your friends will
stay away for days !
Submitted by Jeff Carter
COUNTRY STEW
3 OXO cubes.
2 or 3 onions,
2 potatoes
2 or 3 stalks of celery
1 medium size carrot and turnip or parsnip
. 2 tomatoes (optional).
Chopped parsley, 1 tablespoonful pearl barley. Salt and Pepper 1 quart
water.
Skin the tomatoes and cut them into small pieces. Wash and prepare
the other vegetables and cut into small, neat dice, or grate them. Put
prepared vegetables into a saucepan with the water and OXO cubes.
Bring slowly to the boil, stirring occasionally. Add the washed barley
and simmer gently for one and a half hours. Season with pepper and
salt if necessary. Ladle into soup plates or bowls and scatter chopped
parsley on top.
Submitted by Martin O’Keefe

n.b. Hecla

Work Party Rumblings
Now that the new path has been
completed, it’s time to return to
work on the length between the
Basin and the junction, starting
with removal of graffiti from
bridge iron works and mileage
sculptures, after which we
tackled the overhanging trees
on the offside of the canal
between Garratts Bridge and
Yew Tree Basin, using the joey
boat to store the cut-down
branches, but this was not
finished due to problems with
the work boat.

The old gearbox on Hawne had
finally given out. The reverse
clutches disintegrated, so I
removed the gearbox and took it
to the manufacturers for repair,
but unfortunately it was too old
and the parts are no longer
available.

The Trust has purchased a new
PRM 260 gearbox for the work
boat, which I have now fitted
and changed all the Bowman
heat exchanger special rubber
hoses so, with luck the Trust will
now get more service from
Hawne.

In the meantime I stripped out
the damaged hatch cover on
Malus and am in the process of
repairing the damage and recovering it with calico, the way it
would have been done years
ago if she was still in the
carrying fleets. I have also made
new cratch brackets for Atlas
ready for its return.
The next work party will be on
2nd March and is on Totnal
Bridge, as passing boats have
reported that there is obstruction
in the bridge hole, also we will
be collecting floating rubbish on
route.

If anyone is willing to help, the
two stands and the box mast
require rubbing down and
painting ready to be refitted on
Ivor Chambers

Atlas. Please can you let me
know.

Work Party Organiser

n.b. Countess

C&RT Chief Executive Visits the Cabin

Richard Parry and Richard Woodward at IWA’s January meeting.

Richard Parry, Chief Executive of Canal &River Trust,
came to the IWA’s January meeting to outline his ideas
for the way forward. He took questions from the floor and
gave the meeting his assurances that all our queries
would be looked into. It was a very well-attended
evening, and many people left feeling they had talked to
someone who was listening.
Jeni Hatton
Photo: Graham Hatton

n.b. Fair Rosamund

Spring Fever
I must go down to the boat again; to the dust, the grease
and the cold
And all I want is to start her up, and to cruise again as of old
But the engine’s seized and the battery’s flat, and the old paint’s
flaking;
And a grey mould’s on the cheese plate, and the shelf’s breaking.
I must go down to the boat again, for the bilges welling inside
Are a clear call for a bail-out, that may not be denied
And all I need is a windy day, with the carpets drying,
And the cut, blue with the diesel spill, and the Missus crying,
I must go down to the boat again; to chaotic, timeless life.
Where a fouled prop may mean hours delay, and a damp,
rebellious wife.
And all I ask is a handy tow from a passing fellow rover
And a good road, and a pub-fall, ‘ere the towels go over.
Kindly submitted by Jackie Vowles

n.b. The Answer

Welcome to the World…….
Jeni and Graham Hatton’s eighth grandchild arrived on February
13th; Jack Alexander Blake, a son for Cheryl and Ali. Thanks go to
all the staff at Gloucester Maternity Unit.
Irene and Terry Blakesley have a great-grandchild, born on
February 14th; Poppy Valentine Rock, a daughter for Stephanie and
Dan.

RECIPES EXTRA
Here is an inexpensive and easy to make meal for those who want to
experiment with slightly more exotic dishes and tastes. Ideal for cooking
in a crock pot/slow cooker
Coombswood Mexican Chicken
Serves 4
1 tbsp oil for frying
2 medium red onions chopped
Approx 800 g chicken thighs, skinned, boned and diced
3-4 cloves garlic chopped
2 tsp ground paprika
1 tsp oregano
2 tsp ground cumin
1 tsp ground chilli (mild or hot depending on individual taste)
1 large red pepper deseeded and cut into chunks 1 large green pepper (ditto)
1 x 400 g tin chopped tomatoes
salt
2 x 400 g tins red kidney beans rinsed and drained
250 mls chicken stock (add more towards end of cooking if necessary)
Garnish
1-2 avocados
sour cream or Greek yoghurt
fresh chopped coriander
To serve
Freshly cooked long grain rice
Fry onions in oil until soft and golden. Add chicken and cook for 3-5 mins until
sealed. Stir in garlic, paprika, oregano, cumin and chilli and cook for about 30
secs until fragrant.
Stir in peppers, tomatoes, red kidney beans, chicken stock and season with
salt. Reduce heat, cover and simmer for 30 mins until chicken thoroughly
cooked.
Top with slices of avocado, a dollop of sour cream or plain yoghurt, sprinkle
with chopped fresh coriander leaves and serve with cooked long grain rice.
Enjoy!

Mick and Maggie Fitzgibbons

Rose of Arden

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August

Title (Mr,Mrs,Miss,Ms,Dr,)
First Name
Last Name
Address

Membership Paid
£
I wish to make a donation
£
Total Enclosed (cash/chq)
£

Post Code

Please make cheques payable to
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’

Telephone

Email
Associate Membership £25.00
(Associations, Organisations & Companies)
Individual (18+) £8.00 Joint: £14.00
(Individuals and Families)

OAP* /f/t student: £ 6.00 Joint: £10.00
*I declare that I am eligible to receive the state
pension/ a full time student: Signed
________________________

I have read and agree to abide by the Rules of the Trust.
The information on this form will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the
Data Protection Act (1984)., members may examine their entry at any reasonable time by prior
arrangement.
Signed _________________________

Date ____________

Gift Aid declaration:
I am a UK taxpayer and wish Coombeswood Canal Trust to treat all subscriptions and donations I
make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid Donations and reclaim tax accordingly.
Print Name ____________________________________
Signed ________________________ Date ____________
Gift Aid Notes:
1. You can cancel the Gift Aid declaration at any time by notifying the Trust in writing.
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the Trust reclaims on your
donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give on or after 6 April 2008)

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital
gains equal to the tax that the Trust reclaims, you can cancel your declaration (see note 1 above).

Governing Council
Richard Woodward - Chairman
Tel 01384 825680
e-mail richard.woodward@hometyre.co.uk
Gill Reynolds - Secretary
Caroline Whorton - Treasurer
Jon Jones - Outside Events and Publicity
Ivor Chambers - Work Parties
Jeffrey Carter - Health and Safety
Jeni Hatton - Trading Company/Interchange
e-mail: fair.rosamund43@gmail.com
Tel: 07974 302979
Tony Friar - Moorings & Site Manager
Steve Fellows - Site Co-ordinator & Projects
Office
Tel 0121 550 1355 or 07761 555 353
e-mail coombeswood@btconnect.com
www.hawnebasin.org.uk

