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Caption Competition

A bottle of wine for the winner
Last issue’s Competition Winner

“Do you really still think it will be less frightening in reverse?”

Judy and Steve Hanchet

n.b. Bright Waters

Editor’s Wotsits
The months have flown by again and it’s time for another issue of your
magazine. We have quite a mixed bag this time; some great recipes,
scandalous tales of goings-on in the Cabin, a serious appeal for
information from Roy Kenn and some great pictures of what’s happening
with the heritage boats.
As many of you will have noted from the ‘round robin’ e-mails, the Social
Committee is concerned that events are not being as well-supported as
they once were. They would like members’ suggestions as to what sort
and frequency of event would tempt members to use the Cabin.
Organising these events takes a lot of effort and it is very disheartening
when only a few stalwarts turn up. Have your say and tell us what would
work for you.
On a happier note, we are getting more youngsters around the Basin,
and their help with starting our work for Halesowen in Bloom has been
invaluable. Also, our cover photo of the Hales Owen planter boat, made
by Trust members for the Halesowen In Bloom Committee to display at
the bottom of Mucklow Hill, shows how we’re looking at many different
ways to raise our profile and help to access funding for the Trust. If we
don’t blow our trumpet, who will?
Here’s to a good summer, a good showing for our Halesowen In Bloom
entry and successful outcomes for all the Trust’s endeavours. Don’t
forget April 16th Skills Day and BBQ – hope to see you there.

Jeni Hatton

n.b. Fair Rosamund

Editorial Policy
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content which might be
offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be the view of the Governing
Council or the Editor

RECYCLING BINS
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for
mixed glass and one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic
bottles. We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic SORRY

Front cover photo: The Hales Owen ‘Planter’

Chairman’s Ramblings
Here we go again I can’t believe how fast time flies; as I sit here in the
sun writing this you could believe spring was here (I am sitting inside
looking out, mind you).
We have just held a “maintenance weekend” at the Basin and you can
see progress being made. I am sure there will be more said in this issue,
but this is all part of getting more people involved in the running of the
Basin and Trust.
Craft / activity days have been held with the “young ones” and this led to
suggestion of a junior membership – more to follow. Just so the more
mature are not left out, adult days are planned for canal related crafts.
We are also working hard on projects outside the Basin.
The 1st Duke of Edinburgh trips on the heritage boats this year are due
out over Easter (yes, I did intend the plural ) if all trips go ahead there are
10 scheduled this year !
From a Trust / Canal promotion perspective, we are taking part in
Halesowen in Bloom this year, the aim being to spread the word that
Halesowen is connected to the canal network. To this end and in typical
Coombeswood Canal Trust style a large “flower pot” (just wait till you see
it!) has been constructed at the Basin to be placed at the bottom of
Mucklow Hill. Currently in the painting stage, there are rumours of a
press release and photo call later this week. Even before it is in position
the project has brought us together with other areas of the community in
Halesowen.
The flower beds around the Basin are being spruced up and there is a
group formed to coordinate our entry into Halesowen in Bloom.
We continue to explore opportunities to cooperate with Halesowen
College as they need to demonstrate that they work with the local
community.
Cont’d

Not a lot to report on canal restoration this time, but lease renewal
negotiation is still ongoing with CRT and once this is complete we can
move into planning and fundraising mode. The Trust continues to
promote “through to Leasowes Park” as a destination for the Dudley No2
Canal that may prove to be more popular with visitors than our cheap
Diesel prices (or maybe not!)
Please take a moment to think about what you feel would encourage you
to get more involved with the Trust or around the Basin, maybe put your
thoughts down in a letter to the Editor to encourage some discussion and
new ideas.

Richard

* * * * * * * * * * *

Volunteer Scheme Update
The Volunteer Scheme has been running for over seven months now and
it is good to see so many of our moorers contributing to the Trust by
making their time and talents available.
All manner of tasks have been undertaken around the Basin and ‘down
the arm’ over the last few months and the contribution volunteers are
making is very much valued. It is ‘our Trust’ and, by all of us contributing
to the Trust and its activities, we are not only helping to maintain the
Basin and the Dudley No 2 Canal in good order, we are also enhancing
our image amongst the Waterways and the local community.
Some moorers have already completed and surpassed the fifteen hours
required to be set against the Supplementary Charge and others are part
way there. Do remember the year-end under the scheme is 30th of June
so, to avoid a last minute rush, do keep an eye on the white board in the
Cabin veranda listing jobs to be done, and advise Sheila Campbell of
your availability to assist.
Many thanks to all who are giving of their time, and to the various Coordinators who are helping to make the scheme a success. It is much
appreciated!

The Display Stand ‘Tour’ 2016
As has been the case for the last few years, the Trust’s display stand will
be taken to a number of events / Rallies over this forthcoming year,
starting with the BCNS Summer Rally in May and concluding with the
Stourbridge Navigation Trust’s Open Weekend in October.
The Trust has invested in a new ‘fit for purpose’ Gazebo with our name
and logo printed on it and, together with a revamped display stand better
reflecting what ‘we’ do now as a Trust, it will give it a professional quality
that can only enhance the image of the Trust.
As ever, volunteers are needed to assist in ‘manning’ the stand and, in
the Cabin, there is a folder setting the dates of the events concerned and
asking those who can help, if only for an hour or so, to put their name
down. Do remember, every hour given qualifies under the Volunteer
Scheme!
I look forward to visiting these events with you.
Jon Jones

Vice-Chair

n.b. Parentis

“CUSHION” CONGRATULATIONS??????
ON SATURDAY, 23RD JANUARY, 2016 AT APPROXIMATELY 9.15PM - TO MRS.
PAMELA KALLENDAR - A BONNY BOUNCING CUSHION. MOTHER AND NEW
ARRIVAL DOING WELL!!!
On the above date, FRIGHT NIGHT, Mrs. Kallendar had arrived at the Cabin bearing
all before her as – in her words – “THIS would be my worst nightmare”. This she had
done in accordance with the instructions to Members to come dressed as their worst
nightmare.
About two hours after her arrival, Mrs. Kallendar was seen to be moving about the
room with a drink in BOTH HANDS!! It was felt by many present that this would NOT
be good for the “baby” and Mrs. Kallendar was then persuaded to lie on the carpet
preparatory to a Caesarian operation.
With support from Mrs. Sheila Campbell at the “legs end” and the over-enthusiastic
operating of Monster Student Doctor, Mrs. Kathleen O’Keefe (whilst brandishing her
hatchet), the operation was successfully carried out. It must be noted that the whole
operation was overseen – in his capacity as Zombie Social Worker – by Mr. Jon Jones.
With the baby cushion safely delivered, Mrs. Kallendar IMMEDIATELY repaired to
the Bar where, whilst tenderly cradling her newborn, she proceeded to replenish
the two drinks she had been made to relinquish during the “birth” – make of THAT
what you will, dear Readers!!!
It must be noted that Mr. Andrew Kallendar made it quite clear that he had had
absolutely nothing to do with the possible conception and eyes were turned to Mr.
Michael Turner who desperately tried to look as innocent as possible!! This
“innocence” might have been believed if Mr. Turner hadn’t presented Mrs. Kallendar
with ANOTHER CUSHION last Saturday night (Valentine’s Night Party) – watch this
space!!!!!
Christine Turner

n.b. Enfor

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising or repairing, or going
up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need. We’ll
make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably be cheap
as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin – you’ll be
amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get! Batteries, leisure and
starter, now available at discount for multiple orders
Your shop will always do the best for YOU.

************

New Members
Since our last edition, the Trust has welcomed the following new
members to our ranks:
Mr & Mrs Wayne Attwood; Mr & Mrs Paul Roe; Mr Richard Mansell;
Mr & Mrs Rob Pearson; Mr & Mrs Brian Talbot;
Mr & Mrs Philip Wild; Mr David Watts;
Ms Annabelle Chard; Mr & Mrs Michael Grainger;
Mr & Mrs John Priest; Ms Carol Fell; Mr & Mrs Colin Jenner
Welcome aboard, and we look forward to seeing you at some of
our events, or in the Cabin for week-end lunch.

***********

In Memoriam
It is with sadness that we report the death of John Pugh, n.b. Windrush,
in January. John had suffered ill health for quite a time, but was always
cheerful and willing to help out when he was able. He will be sadly
missed, and our thoughts and condolences are with Pam and the family.
A letter from Pam can be seen later in this issue.

WANTED!
In an attempt to create an Archive, both physical and electronic, which
will record the history and development of our unique Basin and its
surroundings, we need whatever you may have on the following list of
items. We are concentrating mainly on the Basin and on the Dudley No.
2 from tunnel to tunnel (Gosty to Lapal).
We need:
 Photographs
 Colour Slides
 Maps
 DVDs
 CDs
 CD Roms
 Interchange magazines, especially the older ones, and the
Newsletter which preceded it
 Newspaper/magazine articles
 Minutes of meetings between the Trust and outside bodies
 Minutes of internal meetings of the Trust, the Company and the
Social Club
 Memories – just write them down and let us have them
…in other words. anything of interest. Items can be handed in to the
Office, to the Caretakers or, if you prefer, directly to me or Peter Wilcox.
If you wish to hang on to any of this material we would be grateful if you
would allow us to copy them and return them to you. Any donated items
will be very well cared for, and most welcome.
Special thanks are due to Dave Necklen and Tony Gregory, who have
already made a significant contribution. But there are still many gaps left
to be filled and YOU could be the one person who might fill one of these
gaps.
Finally, EVERYONE who has ever been a part of the Basin, both in the
past and at the present time, has played some part in developing this
special place. An Archive is the best way to make sure that this
involvement, however large or small, is recognised and remembered.
Please help.
Roy Kenn

n.b. Placidus

Tiggy’s Project

It’s just a jump to the left……

….and then a step to the right…….

Put your hands on your hips…….

…………. Tiggy’s boat learns to dance…….

Work Party Rumblings
Our first work party for this year took place on February 14th and a large
number of members attended. We carried out routine work by the tunnel
entrance, clearing trees and brash on the offside.
The weather proved to be very sunny but cold when the second work
party took place on 6th March. We moved down to where the new
houses are situated and pruned two branches and several smaller ones
from a tree that was overhanging the canal, and about which we had
received complaints from boaters saying that damage was being caused
to boats as they passed by. After this we returned to the site of the
previous work party to continue clearing the bank (please see ‘before’
and ‘after’ photos of the work done).

Our next two work parties are scheduled for Sunday 3rd April and
Sunday 24th April.
I must apologise for not remembering the Bovril at the last work party, but
I can assure you all that this won’t happen again - on the up- side, I did
remember the chocolate biscuits!
I hope to be able to give further dates of work parties when I have been
able to consult my diary.
Ivor Chambers

Work Party Organiser

MAINTENANCE WEEKEND
I must start by saying a HUGE thank you to all who participated.
The sun shone brightly, the smell of bacon filled the air and we started. We dug and
weeded, we prepared and painted, we cleaned and we sowed and planted. It was
fabulous.
The ladies in the kitchen slaved over an even hotter stove than usual, having an
increased number of hungry mouths to feed!
England won the rugby on Saturday (and the Welsh contingent took it on the nose distributing double Jamesons to all who would accept). A Chinese takeaway was
enjoyed in the evening in a convivial atmosphere (with the bar staff having to unload
the empties rather more than usual!)
Sunday dawned bright and beautiful again - how lucky was that! And things started to
get really serious! The power tools appeared to sort out the rust on the diesel tank and
then the cavalry arrived! The rumbling of the caterpillar tracks hailed the arrival of
Tony in the digger. No stumps were left unturned!!
I wish I could have counted the number of barrow-loads of soil and woodchippings
that were wheeled from place to place. AND I wish photographs had been taken, but
everyone was working too hard to think about it.
Scotland beat France in the rugby on Sunday, giving England the overall score. What
better finish to a fantastic weekend?!
At the "end of play" on Sunday a gentleman, who shall remain nameless - but lives on
Fair Rosamund - said, "if that was a maintenance weekend please don't organize a
f****** construction weekend - I've never worked so hard in me life!!". But it was
such fun and so satisfying.
Those of you who weren't able to join us missed a good weekend. Perhaps next time.
Thanks again
Sheila Campbell

Volunteer Coordinator

VOLUNTEER HOURS SCHEME
The Volunteer Hours Scheme has now been running for nearly 8 months,
with excellent work being done by a large number of volunteers. For
those moorers who have not yet completed your hours I am taking
this opportunity to remind you that the cut-off date for this year's 15
hours is 30th June.

Current tasks requiring volunteers:













Clean out inside of electricity boxes
Remove weeds and soil from tops of electricity boxes on 70' line
Paint main gate posts and Coombeswood sign frame
Fit new concrete slab cover on electricity box no.5
Renew "Power line below" sign on bridge
Paint tubular fence to rear of recycling compound
Paint top coat to diesel tank
Lay slabs on widened area of 70' line (even 2 or 3 at a time would
get the job done)
Gardening - ongoing
Kitchen help/training – ongoing
Bar help/training – ongoing
Wood splitting and bagging – ongoing
Shop training

If any of these tasks appeal to you please let me know.

Sheila Campbell

Volunteer Coordinator

*********************

Social Club Events for your Diary
09.04.15
16.04.16

18.04.16
29.05.16

Grand Challenge Quiz with teams from BCNS, DCT and
other societies. Trophy up for grabs.
From 2.00 to 5.00 we will be offering scumbling, ropework,
painting, rag-rugging and other canal skills for adults. This
will be followed by the End of Season BBQ – cook your
own and we’ll provide buns, sauces and salads before we
all go off cruising again
IWA: Conserving Waterways Heritage – Nigel Crowe
BCNS Challenge ending here. Real Ale, buffet and new
people to meet and greet. Let’s ensure a real Hawne
Basin welcome!( Volunteers would be welcomed for

buffet and bar)

…..and watch the Cabin window
for notices of other events we slip in from time to
time…….. like Jodie’s Friday Film Nights……. and
check out the website www.hawnebasin.org.uk for
events, updates and news in general.
Make sure Jeni has your e-mail address by
sending details to fair.rosamund43@gmail.com
and making sure her e-mail address is on your
‘safe’ list so you get the Round Robin information.
PLEASE NOTE:
The last weekend for lunches this season will be 16 th/17th
April, with Sunday being an ‘eat everything that’s left!’
day.
Chris, Pam and Niamh would like to thank you all for your
custom. They’ve been busy!

Time to say a big “Thank You”………..

Here are some pictures of the beautiful cushions made by Theresa
Oakley for Atlas and Malus. These are a work of art and a labour of love.

Also, we’re sending out a big ‘thank you’ to all who have helped with the
most recent work. Tony, for the amazing new back deck and weed hatch,
to Michael, Pat and Sheila for blacking, to John Hadley for the sign
writing and to Keith Cook for the beautiful art work on the hatches.
Thanks also to the guys from BCNS who have turned up in dreadful
weather to replace the shutts and wire-brush the stern and back deck;
thanks to Steve, Paul, Michael and Charley, and to Ivor for repairing and
repainting the Buckby can for Malus.

Atlas is nearing the end of her major refurbishment. It may be good to
look back and remember what she looked like before we started!

All the effort has been worth it.
My apologies if I have forgotten anyone who has helped.
Gill Reynolds

n.b. Alchemy

***************

Recipes
CULLEN SKINK
Cullen, from whence this dish comes, is a very pretty village on the
Moray Firth coast in the north east of Scotland, about 3 miles from the
fishing town of Buckie, from whence I come.
This fish soup was a staple diet of the area, being nutritious and filling,
with fish in plentiful supply.
All weights are approximate (as I have never weighed the ingredients in
my life!!) and should make a pan of soup to feed four. But all can be
adjusted to suit individual needs.
500gms smoked cod or haddock - skinned and boned
750 gms potatoes - peeled and chopped
1 large onion
- peeled and chopped
1 pt whole milk
Knob of butter
Black pepper
Salt to taste - depending on how salty the fish is
Put the potatoes and onion in a suitable saucepan. Cover with water and
boil until soft.
Drain the water and add the milk. Bring back almost to the boil and add
the fish. Simmer for about 10 minutes or until fish is cooked and starts to
fall apart. Add knob of butter and good sprinkling of black pepper.
Add Salt if required. Delicious.
This is the original basic recipe that I was brought up with, but it has
since become fashionable to add fine oatmeal and cream if you fancy.
Sheila Campbell

n.b. Fair fa'

Corn and Cheese Chowder - easy, quick, delicious lunch
1. Put 1 large onion in a healthy dollop of butter in a pan. Cook
until soft.

2. Add 2-3 chopped peppers (diff. colours) Cook for about 5 mins.
3. Add 1 tin of corn kernels. Stir round together.
4. Sprinkle 2 ounces of flour (roughly 2 generously rounded
tablespoons) over the veggies. Stir to coat.
5. Gradually, stirring gently, pour over ¾ each of semi
skimmed milk and stock and season
6. Bring to the boil, stirring, and simmer for 15mins. Stir
occasionally.
7. Add 5 oz/150g of grated cheese (you can use cheddar or
Monterey Jack or anything similar)
8. Add a little more stock if needed (the soup should be thick and
creamy at the end of cooking)
9. Add 3 or 4 chopped spring onions (or to taste) Stir in.
10. Serve. (optional-add chopped bacon with the onions)
Peanut Butter Cookies (tried and tested at Hawne Basin!)
260g of peanut butter (either type)
110g caster sugar.
1 egg
1. Mix together in a bowl. Leave to firm up for about 5 minutes.
2. Roll into walnut sized balls. Put on lined baking tray and flatten with a
fork.
3. Bake at 190 degrees/gas mark 5 for approx. 14mins.
Ruth Jaume

n.b. The Answer

(I can personally recommend the Peanut Butter Cookies! Ed.
Don’t have more than one a day! Gill Reynolds)
****************

Cabin Veranda gets ‘New Image’
The new wall and ceiling to the Cabin veranda has been painted white,
lightening the whole area. The paint was donated by Jamie Cook of New
Image Painting & Decorating, and he helped his dad and uncle, Mick and
Keith, paint the whole thing, and a very good job they made of it.

A letter from Pam Pugh……..
Dear Jeni
May I through Interchange send our grateful thanks to all those who sent cards, letters
and donations in memory of John. The Humanist Ceremony to celebrate his life, held
on 20th February in a local Village Hall, was attended by over 130 and it was a very
special day of reflection for us all. The Celebrant, Pat Winslow, did a magnificent job
of putting together so many different facets of John’s life starting with his birth in
Coventry in 1944, his mother having left Croydon with her two other children to
escape the Blitz! Whilst at primary school John contracted TB and spent a number of
years in and out of hospital. His schooling suffered, including his spelling, which never
really recovered.
However, his love of aeroplanes started at a young age and he first worked at Croydon
Airport then moved to Biggin Hill. It was here he changed to working with helicopters
and following his recovery from a motorcycle accident he moved to work at Oxford
Airport. We married in 1967 and started boating on the Thames in 1971. Our Allen
boat ‘Windrush’, was built and then fitted out in 1981/82, which is now moored at
Hawne Basin, has travelled quite a bit of the system and is a reflection of John’s ability
to turn his hand to a lot of things – how else can you afford to have a boat!
John changed from working on helicopters in 1974 to becoming a Transport Manager
for an Estate Developer and subsequently became a Buyer for them, which allowed us
more time for boating. Our son, Andy, boated with us from about 3 months old and
later often had friends join him.
Subsequently, of course, John’s kidneys failed him but he was lucky to get a Transplant
in 2003, which gave him those extra years, including some boating in France.
So many friends and family, many adventures and memories along the way came
together in that Village Hall. It is a day we shall never forget and the Transplant
Foundation is likely to receive about £1,500.
Thank you so much
Pam and Andy Pugh.

COOMBESWOOD CANAL TRUST
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership is renewable annually on 1st August
TITLE: _________________

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

POSTCODE: ___________________

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________
BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________
JOINT MEMBER
TITLE: _________________

FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

POSTCODE: ___________________

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________
Membership Fees
Associate Membership

£25.00

-Associations, Organisations and Companies

Individual Membership (18+)
Joint Membership

£8.00
£14.00

) – Individuals and Families
)

OVER 60 Membership
Joint OVER 60 Membership

£6.00
£10.00

Full-Time Student

£6.00

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form
will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine
their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement.
Membership Paid:

£ ____________________

I wish to make a donation:

£ ____________________

Total Enclosed:
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’

£ ____________________

Please make cheques payable to

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: __________________________

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: __________________________________________________________________________

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: ____________________________________________________________

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or by post to:
Caroline Whorton, 21 Hyperion Road, Stourton, Stourbridge DY7 6SD
UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID
DECLARATION .Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we will be
happy to send you a form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank to pay your
membership, our Bank Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House, WN8 6WT,
Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99

