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Strange timesndeed.

Little did | realise when | started to put my first issue of the new look
Interchange together how much the world would change in so short a
GAYS® L Gade yI2ywR YIARY &b G Ay {1ALlN?2
like most people still adhering tte national mantra, Stay at Home,
Protect the NHS and Save Lives.

| may be sat in Skipton but my mind is meandering down the waterways
of England remembering how glorious it was to cruise the system as the
countryside awoke from its winter slumber. Ttays slowly but surely
getting longer, early morning mists bringing a ghostly feel to the cut and
the sight of newly hatched ducklings out on the water for the first time,
pure magic. Anyway, enough of my daydreaming of a spring cruising
missed and onto wét wonders can be found in this issue.

Welll We have a quiz, a tale of 36p well spent, a travelogue of another
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So, to everyone, stay safe and without further ado read on.

Tony Skelling
tonyskelling@agmail.com

Next Issue: Autumn
Please send in contributions by August 21st.

Editor Editorial Policy
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling.
All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content
which might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be
the view of the Governing Council or the Editor
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As you are reading this hopefully, we will be moving out of lockdown towards
a2YS 02 GAy3d L R2Yy QG (y2¢ lo2dzi &2c
basin and getting our boat ready feummer cruising.

At the point of writing Government instruction is not to stay overnight in
caravans and boats (second homes). In accordance with this we cannot allow
overnight stays for leisure moorers. We intend to follow CRT and national
guidelines ad anticipate this will not be before July. Access to the toilets and
showers may still be restricted. | would expect that we will be like touring
caravan sites in this respect.

It is also looking like at least July before the Cabin can be up and rufnibg &
Clubs) and even then, the tea station will more than likely remain closed. This is
FdadzYAy3a 6FyR K2LAY 30 GKFG / KNRAGAYS
able to return to the boat. There would seem to be plenty of lockdown tales to
tell of basin activities while we have been away, maybe some will be covered
elsewhere in this edition of Interchange. Suffice to say from a fire to falling
downstairs, unexpected incidents have been handled quickly and effectively by
the resident community.

Spe&ing of community, as with other groups, we have some bridges to mend.
Given the poor quality and ambiguity of Government guidelines it was not
surprising that individual interpretation of what was permissible differed
somewhat. Even the bloke writing tliales looks to have had his own unique
view! | am sure some of you disagreed with the statements | put out and others
felt we were too lax withour interpretation. Whilst we all believe that our own
point of view is correct and therefore anyone with a @iffnt opinion must be
wrong, logic tells us we need to think about why people do not always respond
in the way we expect.

We all have a common interest in canals and it is time for us all to work on this.
Hawne Basin is mulfaceted: it is a working bogard, a home, a place of work

and a safe haven to keep leisure boats. This will create differences in personal
priorities; opinions may well have been expressed in less than diplomatic terms,
but this does not invalidate them. These are unprecedented tjittesre is a
genuine fear for life and there is frustration about not being able to get things
done.



| saw this in Facebook about businesses reopening so stole it; the original autho
was not credited.
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into normal, please remember:

{2YS LIS2LX S R2yQil I 3INBS 6AlK G(KS 2
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Some are still scared of getting the virus and a second wave happening...
GKFiQa 21léd .S YAYRO®

Some are sighing with relief to go back to work knowing they may not lose
GKSAN) 0dzaAySaa 2N GKSANI K2YSaodd GKI

Some are thankful KS& OFy FAylLfte KIF@S | &dz
okay. Be Kind.
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okay. Be Kind.
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Kind.

¢CKS LR2AYG A&aX SOSNR2YyS KI& RAFFSNEB
Kind.

We each have a different story. If you need to stay home, stay home... But Be
Kind.If you need to go out, just respect others when in public and Be Kind!
52y Qi 2dzR3IS FStf2¢ KdzYlIya o0SOl dzaS @2
different mental states than we were months ago. So remember, Be Kind! Pleast
copy, paste & post (I did) €

In conclusion, how about some ideas to the editor on how we can have a socially
distanced coming out party at the basin?

Kind Regards

Richard



Weeds, weeds, weeds
02NJ GKS 0Said oclLl] LQOS S@g¢

Like a lot of people, I love travelling. In my youttitchhiked round
Europeand as | got older further afieldising more reliable and
O2YT2NIIofS Y2RS&a 2F (NI @St o ad L
wanderlust came from but always encouraged whatever new travel
arrangements | was making.

FastforwdR (G2 NBOANBYSyidio® 'a LQ@BS &l )
things for me. Boat, travel and the occasional beer testing session, not
necessarily in that order.

So where isll this rambling going? Stick with me and it will all become
crystalclearish.L. Q@S yS@OSNI 6SSy 2yS F2N LI
thought of sitting on a beach for 2 weeks is great for some, but would
drive me insane. Foreign holidays to distant lands always appealed, but
were prohibitively expensive and way out of our prie@ge. When |

finally retired Sue anddplashed out for amonth-longholiday touring

New Zealand in a camper vahwas midJanuary and it was lovely to be
outside in the sunshinéhat was it, winter holidays in the sun | was
hooked.

As most of you kow, you meet a lot of interesting people travelling the

cut, who come from far flung places and a myriad of jobs and professions
On one such occasion last summer we chanced upon a couple who had
just come back from a winter break in India. Sunny afterngmod

company and a few beers later the seeds had been sown, India here we
come.Not only dol love to travell also likeorganisng our trips myself

which keeps the cost dowiwVith a map of India in hand, laptop and

donglg it@ off to the internetand g+ & ¢S 3A2d { 2YSIHIKA
inclined to do is to get carried away sometimes.

The original idea of three weeks turned into four, then five, then 6 and
eventually ended up at 8. Well you might as well make the most of the



flights. 8 weeks sounds expewaibut doing it yourself it comes in at a ¥
of the price charge by travel agents and you can tailotat suit yourself.

Right!Sq what about the 36p
bargair? As part of our tour
we had to get from @&own in
the hillscalled Thekkady to
anothertown in the Kerala
Backwater called Alleppey. |
planned to do this by splitting
the journey in twq ataxi to
take us two thirds of the way
to the town ofKottayam
where we wouldhen catch
the localferry for our final leg
to Alleppey.

The3-hourtaxi ridetook usthrough the high tea plantationsith
spectacular wwsof the areaandwent byall too quickly, quite amazing.
We eventuallyarrived at the ferry terminal with about an hour to spare. If
ferry terminal conjures up images of flashy, glass froraed well
organised buildingghink again, this is India. What you actually get is a
simple,
disorganised but
wonderfully
atmospheric
experience that
cannot be
described. All I can
say that sitting
here thinking about
AG L OFyQi
can go back tére |
again.

Travel in India on
occasions requires that you take a
leap of faith that you boat, train or plane will actually turn up, be on
time or ever exgted in the first place. For me this is what makes travel so



excitingg a2 YS g2 dzf R itdlde®make®hingsYhterRstirdy dzii
With about 20 minutes to go anmiuchto the relief of my brothesin-law
and his wife, other passengers
started to arrive.

Eventually the crevwurned up
andwe lugged our backpacks
onto the boatand settled
ourselves down for the
journey. Just before we set off
what can be described as the
ticket officer came round to
collect our fare and we duly
paid for our oneway ticket in
rupees equivalent to 36p eachnCe
everyone had done the same, we set off on our
journey to Alleppey and the various stopshatween.

The start of our voyage took us on a zig zag route through the outskirts of
Kottayam and onto a
connecting channel. As we

passed by the houses and '
wanmng children, it made me ,
think | could get used to this.
This was especially so as we
approached the low bridges.
From out of a house someone
would appear, raise the bridge
and with a smile and a wave
BSQOR 0SS 2y 2 dzN

Passing the time was eas\§
there was just so much to see, from brightly

coloured kingfishers to fish eagles gliding across the water in search

of their next meal or soaring high above us. With the warmth of the sun,
the clear blue sky and the passing water the voyage took oreung of

an ethereal dream like quality, you could even be forgiven for nodding
off.



All good things however come to end and as we entered the main

channel, the fun and games really started. | know we all complain about
weeds in the cut, yes -

we do, am the p——
problems they cause. |
For as far as the eye 1
could see was a thick |
and | mean thick, l
carpet of what | can \
only describe as, 11
I OdGdz tte L O
it, it was just thick 1
weeds, weeds and more 11
weeds which were heavily |
intertwined with, you ‘
guessed itmore weeds. The ferry
valiantly plaighedthrough them
with only the occasional rev of the
engine in reverse and what | can
only assume was a curse to the
weed gods from the captain.

Eventually however, the progress
2F 2dz2NJ fAGGES §FS
pace, with a blast in reverse
making little or no difference at
this stage. The boat made its way
to the side, mooring ropes were
thrown to the bank and swiftly
followed by members of the crew. When all was
ready a crewman took off his shirt, tied hisihidack, picked up a
manchette dropped into the wateranddisappearing under the hull only

to appear after what seemed ages with a handful of weeds. This was
repeated at least a dozen times until the thumbs up was given and within
minutes we were back ordard and underway again.



TheKerala backwater is made up of a lot of long straight waterways and
channels that open onto what | can only describe as huge lakes. Locals ply their
trades here, be it fishing, tourist day
boats or unique floating overnight
accommodation, some more
luxurious than others.

rest of the journey

passed by without incident and we
arrived safely at our final
destination, fully relaxed and
ready forthe start of our next
adventure.Did | tell you about

ne time we turned up andomeone

had taken our rooms?

Well, we arried at X X X X X




London Station Quiz

Most boaters at some point on their travels make their way to London
and in doing so enter the magical and quite baffling world of the London
underground system. Having dar too many occasions to mention,

found myself heading for a stop that was either closed opaygsed for

no apparent reason | would seek the answer to my quest using that
famed oracle of oracles the underground map. So many stations and so
little time, Ik SNBE Q& pn 0St2¢ F2N) ez2dz G2 F

1. Take your money her@) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
2. Curved entrance (7) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
3. Angry Monarch (5,5) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

4. Bovine river crossing with clowns (66X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

5. Plum (8) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
6. Hard entrance (6,4) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
7. Place of worship (6) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
8. Statue (8) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
9. Fancy china set (5,6) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
10.No sinners (3,6) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

11.an7t1Qa | ATKFEE o0n DEXNXXXXXXXXXXXX X
12.Large animal with stately home (8,3,6X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

13.Makes bread on road (5,6) XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



14.Betting shop in a small wood (8,5)

15. Anyone for tennis (9)

16. Castle in North Yorkshire (8)

17aAyAaid SNDa

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXX XX XXX X X X XX

02 f 2 dzNJ XOXTXOPXOX X X X X X X X X

18.They tend sheep by a small tree (9,4)X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

19.A London theatre (8)
20.{ AN a
21.Singing bird in dockland (6,5)
22.Mad dog (7)

23.The Gunners (7)

24.Coloured recreation area (5,4)
25. Alpine home (5,7)

26.Hard timber (7)

27.A lot of female siblings (5,7)
28.Animal trap by a stream (11)
29.Applaud meat in a general ar¢@,4)
30.BBC drama series for kids (9)

31.Mediterranean Island (6)

32.Side of river (10)

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

2PSNI (KS NIXAXE XX XX XONBXEEXAXYXAX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX XX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X



33.Tie in a house of religion (3,6)

34.Capital Crossing (6,6)

B.w2zel f Qa
36.Smouldering tree (5,3)
37.Dark monks (11)

38. Guarding thepearly gates (5)
39.Dark side of a house (9)
40.Pale house of worship (11)
41.Liquid in the toilet (8)
42.Could be a car (8)

43.The Hammers (4,3)

44.Tall entrance (8)

45. Midlands city with 4 sides (9,6)
46.1760 yard finish (4,3)
47.Cricket ground (4)

48.Royal method?9)

49.From darkest Peru (10)

50.Compass points to church (11)

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

LI | OS T 2 N XIXSYXYXAXEX XOXpXEXPXOX X

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX X



Fancy a wash!

In the Spring of 2002, a large lorry pulled up adjacent to our extended
garden with Evolution (yet unnamed) on board. A seemingly large crane
capable of lifting 12 tons stood nearby, not only required to relieve the
oversized vehicle but swinging its burdever a substantial oak tree.

With our uninsured hearts in our mouths, and alarm warning bells ringing
profusely, our baron empty narrow boat landed safety on solid sleepers;
we breathed a sigh of relief.

When our children were young, we enjoyed a few canal boat holidays.
Loved Grandparents came along, and although not always helpful in
navigating the cut, and on one occasion especially, failing to recover our
son from freezing waters, they helped establair desire for more. Our
seasonal business, precluded us from taking a Summer holiday, but Easte
and October vacations in freezing weather still did not deter us; instead
confirmed our desire to own a boat one day. And what a day, what a
year; Martin tok 3.5 years to design, create, construct, build and
decoratel KS AYUOSNYIFf WwWo2gftAy3a ffSeqQ

In October 2005 a much larger crane arrived, still with unaffordable
insurance attached. Evolution now weighed 18tons, the oa& #t®od

three years higher, and the oversize lorry, now ready to deliver the
narrow boat to Erith, stood blocking the lane. As Evolution swung
precariously over the tree, an audience of village spectators watched the
unfolding chain of events, until sheumphantly laned on the trailer.



Departed, our garden looked empty, far bigger thanhael remembered

and our future hopes balancing down the road, out of our control.

In Erith Marina, the owner had recently acquired a new larger crane, big
enough to lifta 57ft narrowboat. Evolution was lifted off the lorry and
suspended over the water ready for its naming ceremony. Grandma,
balancing on a just about floating pontoon, poured our valued ceremonial
NER 6AyS 20SN) GKS 0262 I yRoal yy 2 dzy
92t dziAz2y WT GKS 26y SNIJ LINBYLIife& N
4ft into the marina. The result being:

A) It was the largest tidal wave ever to hit Erith.

B) Martin standing in shock on the slipway, soaked up to his knees

C) Boats were rockingvildly everywhere, wildlife shrieking in their exodus
D) Grandma, myself and Max our son videoing, crying with laughter.

E) The crane operator mortified.

Luckily, nothing made contact in the very confined waters of the
launching melee, and now officially namadd afloat, Evolution was

ready to divulge all the drks that boating entails.

Our home mooring was delightfully rural, Bill Fen, with its amazing
wildlife and landscapes. Kingfishers sitting on the tiller, abundant fish in
the marina and the owners driyén planting over 2000 native trees, you
either love it or hate it. The big blue fen skies, usually windy, sitting below
sea level, with obscured views over the high Middle Level dykes, not a
chosen choice for everybody. The peace and beauty of the Rame,

transit twice a year up to Gayton Junction, was either absolutely freezing,
with hot water bottles under coats, or glorious in April. Many times, we
have been stuck with rising river levels, trying to reach floating pontoons,
or isolated moorings. Agreat challenges for the fit.

Starting January'8January after retiring, we went back packing for 6
months, then transferred to Evolution on thé3une for our voyage

across the Wash. Fingers crossed for good weather with little wind, the
tide timings were perfect around the ¥0 A 4.30 am high at Sutton

Bridge, allowed us a gentle exit from the Nene to transit across the Wash,
and the afternoon flood tide to take us back into Boston. The harbour
Master was incredibly helpful, locating the exacwnarks for where we
were to sit on solid sand, awaiting the next incoming tide. With our charts
plotted, VHF radio tested, youngsters and Berta the cat onboard, we left
Wisbeach for Sutton Bridge to moor overnight.



We attached a canvas skirt, around tstern, a snorkel on the exhaust,
and amongst other items an anchor ready for deployment. What could
possibly go wrong?

Up at 3.30am, watching the
sunrise and incoming tide,
with no wind, and a
fantastic forecast, we left
the mooring on the top of
the flood; shortly passing
the two lighthouses at the
Nene entrance. Like
sentries marking the mouth
of the River, and port and
starboard buoys lining the
channel, Evolution
proceeded dauntlessly until the buoys finished and we left the designated
shipping route

2S ofAYyRE& FT2ff2;¢ X¥:1
preselected waymarks, as the

compass was defunct in the metal

hull, and with no phone signal helpinc=—

us with direction, orientation became = : ‘
confused. Curious seals were gently -
rising around us, wondering where
we were gong; a surreal euphoria
enveloping the boat, tempting us to
swim to escape the relentless heat. =

Arriving at the allotted waymark, Max
dropped the anchor, and as the wate
receded, Evolution gently rested ontd
the sand. Were we really in the
middle ofnowhere, out of the sight
of land? It certainly felt so. Martin produced scrapers for all, to remove
weed growth from the waterline, and as the hull dried in the relentless
heat, two coats of bitumen were applied.



Thea, our daughter, fresh

from universiy, organised v3
the BBQ, setting up table ___‘ﬂ
and chairs on the sand
whilst distributing red
wine to all. -
It is essential to navigate a_
long way out into the
Wash, to avoid a bombing
range nearer the shore.
On this particular fine day,
fighter planes were in
constant action, lazar targeting their positions, whilst flylng in designated
air corridors. Waiting for the returning tide, the unique spectacle
enveloped us until, as if lost from the flock, one curious pilot, peeled
away from the formation, flying directlgver us. Forlornly with little hope

we toasted him with glasses raised, but much to our surprise he
responded by waggling his wings as he passed overhead. It was so, so
Fdzyyes a4 KS Ydzad 06S OdzaNA2dzate ¢2
middle ofthe W a KX KI @Ay 3 | . .vQd

As the tide turned, and Berta relieved that we were all on board again,
Evolution lifted gently off the sand and started floating towards Boston.
We retrieved the anchor, and for 30 minutes, drifted with no engine, in
pure peace and get. We floated towards the mouth of the River

Welland and the Foss Dyke canal, over crabs and little flat fish, the water
clear for all to see. As we neared the channel, the cockle boats were
returning to Boston, so inevitably we started the engine, teage and

guiet shattered as we made our way up the estuary. Boston sea lock only
opens at level tide, resulting in us having to moor up for about 30
minutes. Being expected we transited the lock gratefully receiving
permission to use visitor moorings beybrOur wonderful day was
YIEYSR W. SNIlFla 9LIAO +*2&l 3SdQ
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waterways | thought perhaps | should recall how Jahd | got started.

We were married in 1967 at Croydon Parish Church but because John we
a Helicopter Engineer, he was working at Oxford Airport following a move
from Biggin Hill in Kent, so | had to adapt pretty quickly to life in Oxfordshire
away from ny family.

Having to find somewhere to live was hard for John but he managed to find
a little Cottage (I think it was £7.00 a week!). John continued working at
the Airport but within six months he was off to France to work for a few
months. So, | had ttearn how to manage the housekeeping quickly.
Luckily, I secured a job with a House Building company which was near th
Airport and they had a few flats which they rented out. We eventually
secured one and duly moved to a two bedroomed first floor dlladl then
bought a house in Hampden Drive, hence the name of the Springer (se
below). We then moved into a new 4 bedroomed bungalow in 1977 and |
am still here today, although John died in January 2016 after his
transplanted kidney (done in 2003) decidedpack up as well as his lungs.

Back to boating! A few years on after working away from home, for a
holiday John decided we could hire a boat on the Thames. Off we went tc
Benson Cruisers but were offered a small two berth boat for £70.00 a week
John said | think we will try and buy one, which we did. In 1972 with some
of our savings and a loan from his Dad we found a little 16ft. Microplus with
a trailer in Kingston Upon Thames. We enjoyed a few years on the Thame
with a mooring at Port MeadowQDxford but then decided to get a
Birchwood triple hulled 18.5ft boat from Wilton Marine. It did come with
a trailer but after a while having discovered the canals we decided a
fibreglass boat was not best for the canals, so we ordered a 40ft. Stee
Hulled Springer which was fitted out during 1976 which, as you may
NEYSYOSNE ¢4l a GKS @SINI 2F GKS RN
finished we moored at Thrupp but before the Club was set up so you coulc
go away cruising but come back and no spare mo@spage!



We then moored at Napton five locks up on the old Engine Arm at the other
end of the Oxford Canal.

Whilst at Napton our son Andrew came along in 1979 but we quickly
NBIFIfAASR GKIFIG WwwW 2F 1 Q gla y2i0 ac
for him to sleep whilst we enjoyed our evenings. Back to the drawing
board and decided we needed a 50ft. boat with a backrcab we duly got

an introduction to the Allen Brothers in Oldbury. This was started in
1980/1981 and was launched sideways into the Arm by the boatyard.
Andy enjoyed our occasional visits to the Yard and was quite happy to pla:
under the saw bench withall the saw dust!  With Andy left with
Grandparents John and | set off to head down the Oxford Canal, south o
Thrupp near Kidlington in July 1982. Going up Stockton Locks someorn
asked whether we had come back from the Falklands as the boat lookec
totaft £ @ NXza 0§ SRH 2S YOI YLISRQ 2y W2
Witney and the River Windrush runs through it) with polythene windows.
The ballast was three oil drums filled with water and two camp beds, which
S KIR (2 O2@0SN) gansilK LI FAGAO | a A

Also back in 1974 John, who had been away either crop spraying ir
Lancashire or Suffolk and Scotland where they spread fertiliser from a
hopper slung beneath the helicopter, was offered a career change. The
Company | worked for wanted a Transpdtnager so engines still but
large plant and lorries for site deliveries, plus cars to maintain, including
BMWs a Maserati and a Ferrari owned by the boss, so a wide range of worl
W2KYyQa /2YLIlye gSNB Y2Q0Ay3 G2 /20
into canals and boating (joining IWA back in 1973) by then, he took the
LI2aAdA2Yy O [ dZO]T Af & 08 MMPYMKYH 6KS
a large piece of land beside the office and workshop with the Oxford Cana
on one side! We were able to haul thedimut get it sandblasted, painted
and proceeded to fit it out. This was all done by John (evenings anc
weekends plus most holidays) and it was thedaenched in December
1983 with our inaugural cruise in January 1984.



Many miles of cruisingwerR2y S odzi GKSYy o6& HAnN
being attacked so on dialysis he went on the transplant list. Luckily, he
actually had this in 2003 by which time we were cruising with friends in
CNIyOS YR S 320 (GKS 0dzAI aGtxAy
14.3ft. 6 berth steel cruiser with 3 cabins each with loos and showers

luxury! Happy memories of such good times as we became Frequen
Travelers with Euro Tunnel. It was a sad day when [ finally sold this in 201
odzi ! YyR® YR BAKDIAWGE KIS WA Ryl RN

A Sign of the Times



