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The Editor’s Meanderings
Mick Fitzgibbons

Interchange Editor

As spring heads towards summer the change marks the start of the
boating season. Its been an unusually dry spring and a time when one or
two of us will be thinking of carrying out some essential maintenance.
But there is always the attraction of the first boating trip out onto the
canal and the ever pleasant thought “I can catch-up on that little job
later.“ However, after all the spit and polish that has been applied to the
basin in preparation for the open weekend, it might well have blunted
the enthusiasm for some. This edition of Interchange has a slightly
different format than previously. More people involved in the
organisation of the trust and social activities are providing regular
updates. Some updates will appear in each edition while others will
appear from time to time.

Gill Reynolds

Open Weekend 2017

Honorary Secretary

What a huge success … not just in terms of money raised but in the
number of members involved in volunteering to help both in the
planning stage and over the 2 days of the event.
Although a bit cold and overcast to start, the weather improved and
Sunday was a glorious day. The weather is always a determinant in the
amount of money we raise and certainly people were putting their hands
in their pockets to donate to the Trust. Over the weekend we raised a
massive £5400 !!!!!
Thanks to everyone involved in whatever way, from car parking to
cooking. The spirit of the weekend was amazing with feedback showing
that 99% of stall holders were satisfied with the organisation of the
weekend. Students from Halesowen College came to help with litter
picking before the event and two of them helped over the entire
weekend. There was an eclectic mix of music which catered for all
musical tastes and games and quizzes to keep the children interested
(and parents too !) .
So a huge THANK YOU on behalf of the Governing Council.

Open Weekend 2017
Caroline Whorton

Treasurer

Item

Income

Stall Fees

£741.00

Donations

Entertainment

Gate

£815.76

Item

Expenditure

Ice Cream

£20.00

Birds of Prey

£390.00

Tugs

£5.75

Linda Simpson

£50.00

Rosie & Jim

£3.25

Blackwell

£90.00

Hawne

£155.35

Halesowen

£100.00

Pheonix

£169.39

Brass Plaques

£75.00

Leaflets

£16.95

Publicity

£304.00

Cornbow

£12.95

Banner

£78.00

Bar

£1,184.35

Cake etc

£499.75

Kitchen

£1,120.87

Total

Profit

Burger Bar

£937.16

£6,450.66

£5,363.66

Tombola

£278.25

Books

£200.00

Model Boats

£50.00

Plants

£163.29

Candy Floss

£76.59

Front cover photo: 'Dawn on the Trent and Mersey' by Mick
Fitzgibbons. Send any contributions to me at
WirePoppy@Hotmail.co.uk

Balsam Bashing on the Dudley No 2
Gill Reynolds

Honorary Secretary

On 4th June 11 eager Sea Cadets arrived at Hawne Basin ready to
attack the Himalayan Balsam that is beginning to take over the towpath
on the off side of the canal by Coombes Bridge.
This was part of deal struck with their leader in exchange for the Cadets
spending a weekend cruising to Birmingham in July on our historic
boats, Atlas and Malus. The young people made a brilliant start on
eradicating the balsam which is a non native very invasive species. We
will need to continue this each year to ensure that our native species
are not overwhelmed. (Maybe a job for volunteers hours !!)
The Youth Project is continuing its work with a range of young people
including the students from Halesowen College who helped at the
Open Weekend. One of the students enjoyed himself so much that he
has left his details so we can contact him to help in 2019.
60 pupils from Paganel Primary School in Weoley Castle (Birmingham )
took part over 2 days in an adventure and learning day. They had the
opportunity to go out on a trip on Hawne (thanks to Tony and Mick)
They spent time with Ruth in the Cabin learning about canal art and
having an opportunity to have a go themselves. The third activity
involved a walk around the basin learning about boats, canals , animals,
birds and coming up with an amazing array of unusual and well thought
out questions. Thanks to Pam and Sheila for their support with this … I
lost my voice for 2 days after the event!
The school staff had a wonderful day and could not believe how well
behaved the children were.
These events are so worth while in engaging large numbers of children
with learning about the canals … but we do need more people to get
involved. If you are interested in supporting the Youth Project in
whatever way please contact Gill at the Trust.

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Residential
Gill Reynolds

Honorary Secretary

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Residential continues its success with a trip
having taken place over the Easter holidays and a further 6 trips due
over the summer and October half term.
Richard Parry unveiled the Living Waterways Award achieved by the
Project and has asked his own Youth Officer to contact the Trust to
discuss how we may be able to work together.
Work will start shortly on the refurbishment of the shed next to the
Club House to equip it as a Youth Project shed. Students from Carillion
will be coming in July to batten out, insulate and board the walls and
ceiling as part of their Community Work contribution. Volunteers will
then be needed to put up kitchen units and paint the shed ... so please
let Gill or Sheila know if you are an expert on flat pack and good with a
roller !!!

Where, When and What Conundrum?
An occasional series of conundrums. Intended to be a little bit
different. Rather than waiting until the next issue. The answer will
be given at the bottom of the 'Events Page.'
Who at Hawne Basin said: "The single most important piece of
advice I would give to anyone planning on selling their house and
living on a narrowboat is this.
Get the wife and the kids and hire out a boat in March. Then spend
two weeks on it. After that you'll either be committed to the lifestyle
or heading for a divorce."
Thanks to Terry on Gosty Lass who loaned me a folder of information
on Hawne Basin for inadvertently providing the above Conundrum.

Volunteer Circular
Sheila Campbell

Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer Hours Scheme
Here we are, approaching the end of our second year of the
scheme and what a good year it has been.
A tremendous amount of good work has been done around
the Basin, both throughout the year and during the
maintenance weekend. The amount of painting, gardening
and general work that has gone on has been wonderful.
Thank you to all who have participated.
The site looked fabulous for the open weekend, but it wasn't
only the looks that had changed! The level of camaraderie
and working togetherness was commented on, not only by
our own members, but by stall holders and general public.
I signed in 76 volunteers and over 800 hrs were logged over
the weekend itself - not including all the peripheral hours that
were put in on the organising etc.
The aim of the Volunteer Hours Scheme was always to
encourage moorers to become part of the community and
take ownership of the Basin. I think we have travelled a fair
way down that road. Well done everyone.
The next year of the scheme commences 1st July with the
same requirement of 20 hours or £200. Please make sure you
have logged your hours on your boat sheets for this year, as
only hours logged qualify.

SOCIAL CLUB REVIEW 2016 – 2017
Chris Turner

Social Committee Secretary.

Hello Folks – As the last Interchange came into being before the
close of the non-cruising Season (well for most of us anyway!) I
thought I’d pen a Review of the past Season for the June Interchange
instead.
It has been a fulfilling and interesting Season from October 2016 to
April 2017. We lost five members of the Committee and gained two.
Maureen and Mick Morley, Joan Kenn and Keith and Mick Cook all
left us and we would like to express our thanks for all the work they
have put in over the past Seasons. Pam Kallender and Jeff Stanton
have joined our Committee and have already given us great and
helpful input. A great big welcome to them.
You will probably have noticed the rather large white box next to the
window in the Cabin. This was donated to us by John and Janet
Smith. Chris and Pam couldn’t believe their eyes when they opened
the door of this great big wonderful freezer. It has made their jobs in
the kitchen (ie buffets, Christmas lunches, Open Weekend food etc)
so much easier as it has so much storage. Thank you so very much
John and Janet!! Because of the positioning of the new freezer (and
believe me there was nowhere else we could have put it) the coat
hooks had to be moved to the opposite wall but there doesn’t seem to
have been any difficulty with this alteration.
Talking of Christmas Lunches and Buffets etc the Christmas Lunch
2016 was well attended and the lamb shank option went down a treat.
Don’t know what the kitchen ladies would have done without the
loan of Jeni and Graham Hatton’s microwave though. Many thanks
for that! Dee Brown was a treasure assisting in the kitchen and
Maitresse D’ Sheila made sure all went well in the “dining room!”
Posh or what!
The Christmas Party also went well with games, buffet and raffle and
everyone enjoyed themselves. Unfortunately the Pub Games night
scheduled for January had to be called off due to lack of interest from
your good selves – shame really – I was looking forward to beating
you all!!

However, Nick’s Quiz night in February was a huge success. Nick
and his family really work hard on this and it does make for a great
evening. Thank you Nick and family.
What can be said about Paddy’s Race Night in March? Well, for a
start, I utterly refuse to bid against that Wendy for a horse EVER
AGAIN! She got me up to £5.10 on a horse that REFUSED TO
RUN! Still – that’s betting at the races for you! It really was a superb
night what with all the posh hats and dresses and suits etc. Graham
did a sterling job organising the races “except for not warning me
about the non-starter – cheers Graham” and Pam Kallender and
Sheila Campbell did the Tote beautifully “there is a photo of Pam
with TWO glasses of champagne in front of her – nuff said!”
All in all the last Season has been a good one with everyone seeming
to enjoy themselves. Many thanks to you all for attending the events
– we would very much like many more of your good selves to come
and join in the fun – you’d all have a great time – just be careful how
you bid on non-runners!
In a previous Interchange Pam and I asked for help with Kitchen
Management. Wendy Lovett has stepped up to the mark and offered
to do this starting in October. Thank you Wendy. Our indefatigable
Trust Secretary, Gill, has also offered to manage the kitchen one
weekend a month – thank you Gill. Dee Brown has also offered to
help but not manage and I’m surreptitiously working on new
moorer, Cas Chepmen “hope I’ve got that right” – watch this space
and watch out Cas!! Thank you ladies.
We have also had quite a number of outside organisations hiring the
Cabin this past year, ie I.W.A., Green Party, C.R.T. and the Rotary
Club so, as you see, we are becoming a very popular venue.
HAPPY SUMMER CRUISING – Cheers – Chris Turner (nb.Enfor –
Telephone 07910538895 – email – chrisenfor@yahoo.co.uk)

A Memorable Easter for a Couple
of Hawne Basin Boaters!
The Easter weekend went with something of a bang for one Hawne
Basin moored boat. When Alan and Theresa Oakley were making their
way along the Dudley number two canal towards Windmill End, the
boat suddenly and without warning shuddered to a halt when it became
jammed solid against the wall at the centre of Gosty Tunnel.
It seems that a few weeks previously those wonderful contractors
employed by CaRT had been cutting back some trees. Some of the
resulting logs had somehow made their way into the water. Presumably
helped by the local children. Once in the water and as luck would have
it, several of the logs had drifted their way into Gosty tunnel. One log
then became jammed between the tunnel wall and the boat.
The boaters had tried all the usual things to release the boat - emptying
the water tank and trying to split the log with a mooring pin and a lump
hammer. However, it was not until the the arrival of another boat some
20 hours later that the alarm was eventually raised. Hawne was
dispatched to the rescue and at one point Hawne itself was also pinned
to the tunnel wall by another log.
However, the eventual outcome was a happy one, when the rescue was
completed. Like all such stories there is a moral at the end. Maybe you
should arrange a boat buddy who you can phone to let them know that
you are entering the Gosty tunnel. Then if you don't phone back within a
reasonable time frame the alarm can be raised.
However, our erstwhile boaters happily missed breaking the Gosty
Tunnel traverse record if only by a narrow margin - which had been set
some years previously at 26 hours.
“Apparently, according to a Canal and River Trust employee.
Another boater recently chose to swim or wade out of the tunnel to
get help when they also became stranded by a floating log. CaRT
have had their contractors back to remove the logs from the
towpath”.

The CCT Open Weekend 2017
This was your scribes first 'Hawne Basin – CCT Open Weekend' and while
I did not know exactly what to expect, I must admit I had a very good
time. Everyone knows that the actual preparations took a great deal
longer than the actual event itself. With lots of paint and elbow grease
being applied round the basin over the preceding weeks.
So here are a few of my own, somewhat cobbled together, off
the cuff, observations of the 2017 Open Weekend:
The weather which will always play a significant part in the success of
any outdoor event, was relatively kind. While the first day was cool and
overcast, thankfully there was little in the way of any rain. Day two
however provided the better of the weather with long spells of warm
sunshine.
On Sunday from the very start it was quite obvious that there was an
increase in visitor numbers. Saturday morning had been a quiet start
with visitors arriving at a steady rate. In the early afternoon the visitor
numbers picked up and the basin was quite busy.
The opening ceremony and the public unveiling of the Duke of
Edinburgh plaque was conducted by Richard Parry CEO of the Canal and
River Trust, accompanied by the local parliamentary candidate, as the
general election had been called. One wag, who shall remain nameless
after looking around at the number of visitors, said 'This is the sort of
numbers we should be able to see every day of the year, on every mile
of the towpath, according to CaRT's visitor figures.' (360,000,000 a year)
I spent most of my time over the weekend around the main gate. Which
I must admit I quite enjoyed. I was doing a bit of meeting, greeting and
rattling of the donation bucket at the visitors. I was also supposed to be
doing stints on the PA system. However, the gremlins also had a field
day. So along with several others we collectively provided an
unintentional secondary entertainment, with our own selection of very
good Norman Collier impressions. By day two the PA system had been
fixed and a level of normality returned to the event.

I must admit that I had expected the visitors to be of 'a certain vintage'
and to be quite 'boaty' in their outlook. However, I was proved wrong
as the crowd turned out to be quite an eclectic mix of ages and
outlooks.
The boat trips along the Dudley Number Two Canal proved to be very
popular with the visitors. The trip boat teams were kept extremely busy
throughout both days. Every excursion seemed to be filled to capacity
with both Hawne and Pheonix providing a regular timetabled service.
The Cheese Boat, Jam Butty and the Jewellery Boat had a steady flow of
visitors throughout the weekend. While the popular Birds of Prey were
only with us for the Saturday. The hawk flying display being marred by
one bird being chased off by a pack of gulls and crows. Sucessfully
recovered by its owners some distance away.
The seek and find competitions organised for the kids also proved to be
quite popular with the junior visitors. One of my own favourites was the
Model Boats exhibits. As a kid I was 'Airfix' mad and I owned my own
boating lake model yacht. This was long before the days of radio
control.
The working Shetland pony 'Eeak' (who was accompanied by his own
entourage of helpers - two attractive young ladies) The ladies were
dressed in the 'old working boat' costume and seemed to attract more
than a little attention themselves. Eeak however seemed to be the
centre piece of his own new found fan club. Surrounded by children of
all ages and posing with them for pictures. As a young inexperienced
pony the team waited until the numbers of visitors had reduced before
walking him around Hawne Basin. This was done as a means to
introduce the pony to larger groups of people than he would usually
meet with on the towpath. Needless to say, he did it with total aplomb.
RECYCLING BINS
PLEASE NOTE: we have a bin for paper and cardboard, one for
mixed glass, one for metal and aluminium cans and plastic bottles.
We can’t take other plastic containers or sheet plastic - SORRY

The 50th Anniversary of the closure of
Stewarts and Lloyds Ltd and Hawne Basin
The Coombswood open weekend also celebrated (if that's the correct
term to use) the 50th Anniversary of the closure of Stewarts and Lloyds
Ltd, pipe works in Halesowen.
It was something of a poignant gathering of working boats. Which in
their own way provided a fitting reminder, of the industrial past of the
area. The boats were a wonderful visual reminder of the working
heritage of the Dudley Number Two Canal.
One 'ancient and venerable' visitor to the open weekend engaged me in
conversation. He started to hark back to his time working at Stewart
and Lloyds and at Hawne Basin. As a young man he had been doing
various repairs on the boats. He was dropping names and describing in
detail how it all worked round the basin. It was obvious that he had a
wealth of knowledge. So I pointed him in the direction of the Stewarts
and Lloyds boats and the exhibition of memorabilia. He came back later
to say that he had really enjoyed the whole day.

A momentous occasion as former Stewarts & Lloyds vessels gather at
the Coombeswood site to recognise the passing of a half century since
the closure of the steelworks. Photo by: Kev Maslin
Click Here to see more of Kev's Photographs

The Dodgey Challenge
Alan Ross
Nb: Dodgey
After last years first attempt at the BCN Challenge where we managed a very
commendable 17th we said that the ‘Boys from the South’ would be back next
year. In early 2017 the entry form went in and the gauntlet went down.
Discussions went on over the odd libation from time to time and tactics were put
on the table then tossed to one side then put back again. After spending
considerable time studying the map and working out this and that Keith came up
with the master plan.

‘Team DODGEY’ was ready. On the Friday evening we positioned to our starting
point at Parkhead. Saturday morning on the dot of 8 am we were the first of three
boats up the flight so as to get the picture bonus at the entrance to Dudley
Tunnel. That done we were delayed on the way back as Nb ‘GIDDY’ was stuck in
the bottom lock where something was wedging the gate. Full marks to Paddy
who was tied to a rope and up to his neck in the lock trying to free the
obstruction. His sterling efforts proved fruitful. Soon we were on our way to
Bumble hole where we managed to run aground. From there it was a clear run to
Spon Locks then on to the Engine Arm before descending Smethwick locks back
on to the main line. Next was the Soho and Icknield Port Loops. Once past Old
Turn locks came thick and fast with Farmers Bridge, Ashted and Garrison flights
negotiated before we arrived at Salford Junction. During the evening we were
climbing the Perry Barr Flight and finally stopped for a well-earned few hours rest
at Rushall Junction.
As dawn approached we were on the move again along the Tame Valley where
we found Atlas & Malus still moored up. Ryders Green flight was negotiated in
good time although we ran around a couple of times and as we had made good
time we decided to go up Factory Locks and back down the Old Main Line. After
a quick diversion to go weed cutting and gain a few more points in Tividale Basin
it was on to our final flight at Oldbury Locks. As we had time we went on to
Titford Pools were we grounded again before finishing our Challenge at the BCN
Club House with half hour in hand.
With our 2017 challenge over and the paperwork handed in it was time for a rest
before going to the clubhouse for a welcome beer. That delay was a mistake for
when we arrived at the Clubhouse the beer had all gone so we had to return to
the boat and drink our own. On the Monday morning we started off early to return
to Hawne with thoughts and talk of how things had gone. As well as running
aground a few times Keith was down the weed hatch on four occasions and on
the final one he retrieved an Indian sari which was well and truly wrapped around
the prop.
Where did we come this time? We managed a credible 13th out of 45 boats
which was an improvement on last year so yes, the Boys from the South will be
back again next year.

Coombeswood Canal Company Shop
If you’re planning a big job on your boat, winterising - repairing, or
going up the slipway, think ahead and let us know what you will need.
We’ll make sure it’s in stock for when you need it, and it will probably
be cheap as chips, too! Have a browse next time you’re at the Basin –
you’ll be amazed at what we’ve got and what we can get!
Batteries, leisure and starter, are now available with a discount for
multiple orders. Your shop will always do the best for YOU.

Boat Safety Tips
Legionnaires Disease is incredibly rare on boats but it is good practice to
remove the shower head from the hose when leaving the boat
unattended or shower unused for long periods. Followed by a good soak
in a bleach solution before reconnecting to the pipework.

News Snippet
The New Islington Marina was constructed in 2013 as part of a new short
waterway connecting the Rochdale and Ashton canals in Manchester. It also
accommodated a small group of resident boaters. However they have all been
advised that they have to vacate the marina for a period of 12 months.
This means that the families living in the marina will now face eviction by the
end of August 2017. Manchester City Council is to undertake remedial works to
the marina but it wants the families out before this starts. Then a private
company will be put in charge of the marina once the work is complete.
The families have been offered berths by Peel Holdings on its Bridgewater
Canal and at Castlefield, but there are too few permanent berths there, with
reports that the company charges up to £250 a week rent.

Calor Gas Bottles
Calor Gas has announced that it is to phase out its 6kg Calor Lite
cylinder and is planning to launch a new model for the leisure
market.

The company's announcement stated that it will continue to invest in
its standard 6kg cylinder, for which demand continues to grow, and
that it will increase investment in the cylinder to £1 million this year.
Calor Gas's has research underway into a new, improved
'leisure/caravan cylinder', one factor of which will be its weight.
As for the 6kg Calor Lite cylinder, it will be harder to get hold of
replacement stock as the firm runs down the discontinued model.
Customers will be able to get a standard 6kg cylinder as a free
replacement where suppliers no longer have the Lite version
available.
The recall of 6kg Calor Lite cylinders made between 2008 and 2011 is
to be closed from 1st July 2017. Customers with recall vouchers who
present them to suppliers after this date will still be able to use them.
They will be given either a direct replacement, or the standard 6kg
cylinder, depending upon availability.

Social Club Calendar of Events 2017-18
Chris Turner

Social Committee Secretary.

For next Season – starting in October, we have a veritable plethora of
events for you all – we just need “bottoms on seats” so to speak – so get
out your diaries now.

14/10/17

Family Games Night starting at 5.30pm. This is
a fun event for all the family (Children 8 and
over only)

18/11/17

“Who Done It” night

02/12/17

Christmas Lunches (only)

09/12/17

Christmas Party

13 or 20/02/2018

Nick’s Quiz Night – (to be confirmed)

10/02/18

Valentine’s Night with a Mr and Mrs Quiz

17/03/18

Paddy’s Race Night

21/042018
Times and dates
to be arranged.

End of Season B.B.Q.
Jodie’s Friday Film Nights. Dates and times to be
arranged. Watch the club house window for details.

SIGN-UP LISTS IN CABIN.
PLEASE BOOK TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Where, When and What Conundrum- Answer
BBC Black Country - Jeni Hatton, 24th September 2008

Coombeswood Caption Competition
The canal towpath and its various users seem to have become something of a
vexed issue amongst our community of boaters. Whether its cyclist travelling
at high speed. Boaters leaving 'Git Gaps' between boats on popular moorings.
Dogs leaving their own special calling card. Our 'Fishermen Friends' with their
huge poles. Which are so long, that they can block the canal and towpath at
the same time.

Sir Bradley Wiggins - eat your heart out!

So in an effort to lighten up the towpath angst. This time the Coombswood
Caption Competition (CCC) has a cyclists theme. Its open to everyone except
the editor. My caption just for illustration is below the picture. The winner
chosen by the editor will receive a bottle of Spanish (red or white) wine.
Previous CCC winner. Peter Wilcox
Editorial Policy:
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling. All articles submitted with a
name will be published unless they are of tone or content which might be offensive or
contentious. Any content published should not be taken to be the view of the
Governing Council or the Editor.

A Rough History of Hawne Basin
our neighbours and our Canal
Part Five
Nov 1954

British Transport Commission transferred the
ownership of our canal between Mucklow Hill and
Lapal Tunnel over to Halesowen Borough Council.

1954 -5

Extensive dredging took place in that area. I wonder
why?

1955

The canal was stanked off under Haywood Bridge.

March 1961

Our own Edwin Fasham and his brother entered the
eastern portal of Lapal Tunnel on a raft made from
packing cases. A month later they borrowed a canoe
and managed to get a further couple of hundred
yards inside the tunnel. What has happened to those
adventurous days? Replaced by Health & Safety and
boredom, I guess.

1963

British Waterways Board formed.

1968

BCN Society formed

1969

Local councillors were invited on to a cruise along our
section of the canal. Alan Smith was involved. This
was when the locals saw smoke coming up through
the air shaft in Station Road and sent for the Fire
Brigade. That is not an urban legend. This was also
the cruise when Graham Fellowes turned to Geoff
Setchfield and said “Wouldn’t this basin make a
wonderful marina?” Two weeks later Graham phoned
Geoff and asked him what he had done about it, to
which Geoff replied “Nothing. Well, you live in the
area. Get on to the Council about it.” And so, the
transformation from business use to leisure began.

Roy Kenn

n.b. Placidus

Recipes
Everyone has a favourite food that they like to cook on their boat. Either in
the oven or maybe on top of the stove, So why not share your favourite
boating recipe.
Quinoa with greens, egg and pesto (halve the recipe for two people)
Couscous can be used instead of quinoa - cook as directed on packet
Ingredients
*200g dry quinoa *juice of half a lemon *1tsp coconut oil *1 chopped
onion*2 handfuls kale*2 handfuls of spinach*4 eggs *1 avocado, chopped
For the pesto *65g pecans,walnuts or pine nuts *1 lemon, squeezed *30g
stemmed, mixed fresh herbs (basil,coriander,parsley,mint) *120ml extra
virgin olive oil *1 tsp tahini *half clove fresh garlic, chopped
Method
1. Set oven to 180C. Spread nuts on baking tray and toast for 10mins. Blitz
in food processor with the other pesto ingredients. Set aside.
2. Boil the quinoa in water for 10-15 mins. Drain, then add the lemon juice
and season.
3. Melt the coconut oil in frying pan over low heat, add onion, sauté 5
mins. Chuck in kale & spinach, season, cook for further 5 mins.
4. Poach the eggs for 4 mins
5. Divide quinoa between 4 bowls, pile on sautéed greens & chopped
avocado. Top with poached egg and drizzle of pesto. Delicious!
Ruth (Nb The Answer)

IWA News Snippet
The £200,000 legacy generously donated to The Inland Waterways
Association by long time canal expert Tony Harrison has been awarded
to four waterways restoration projects. The winners were decided
according to which applications would do the most good for the
waterways.

The Pocklington Canal Amenity Society receive £106,400 of the
total as part of their Bicentenary appeal marking 200 years since
the canal was opened. The project will restore two locks and
carry out dredging to extend the navigable canal by 2 miles by
2018.
The Montgomery Canal Partnership celebrate a £70,000 award
to help rebuild Schoolhouse Bridge between Crickheath and
Llanymynech. This is a major boost to restoring a two-mile length
of the canal through to Llanymynech (currently unnavigable
section below), and ultimately to reconnecting Welshpool to the
national canal network after more than 50 years.
Friends of the Cromford Canal are experiencing difficulties in
running their passenger trip boat due to varying water levels
being experienced at Cromford Wharf. A grant of £15,000 from
the legacy fund will allow them to install a replacement water
gate to permit a more reliable, regulated water supply.
The restoration of the Stratford St Mary Lock on the River Stour
which is the last remaining lock on the navigation that can be
restored. The award of £8,600 will help restore the lock, opening
an additional 1.75 miles of navigable river for public access by
boat.

In The Back
In the back is where you can share your opinion upon any waterways issues
with fellow trust members. The usual Interchange publication rules will apply.

Ever since day one The Canal and River Trust (CaRT) has built for itself
something of a hard nosed reputation for getting itself involved in
expensive litigation. The latest round in the high court is based upon
whether on the River Trent the navigation channel is from one bank to
the other bank, or not. Various acts of government define the river
confines differently. CaRT has chosen to selectively use these different
acts or interpretations to suit its purpose.
In a early statement submitted to the court CaRT asserted that a
public right of navigation no longer existed on the River Trent. This
statement was later rescinded. It is CaRT's assertion that 'main
navigable channel' means the full bank to bank width of the river and
not just the channel that CaRT is required to dredge or otherwise
maintain, to allow commercial craft of maximum dimensions to safely
navigate the river.
However, it does not take long for CaRT's argument to begin
to fall apart. For instance certain Waterway Byelaws require
pleasure boats to move out of the “main navigable channel”
to make way for commercial craft in the “main navigable
channel.”
CaRT's full width of the river assertion also looks even more suspect
when the comments of the Waterways Ombudsman's 2010/11 report
are taken into account. In case No 516, Hilary Bainbridge stated that
British Waterways were interpreting 'main navigable channel' for
which it is responsible to mean the full width of a waterway but only
for licensing purposes. She added 'I pointed out that that
interpretation of 'main navigable channel' was not the one British
Waterways had applied previously when dealing with complaints
about lack of maintenance under moorings. Then they had argued
that, as their maintenance obligations in the Transport Act 1968
applied only to the main navigable channel, they were not obliged to
dredge under moorings, only the central part of the waterway'.

Years later, CaRT is still claiming that they don't need to maintain
mooring depth because they only have a statutory responsibility to
maintain the main navigable channel.
So if you have a boat moored on the Trent and the boat is moored
where its adjoining your own land, you should not require a licence
from CaRT. Who, according to the relevant act, only control and
maintain the navigable channel. However, if the courts decide that the
confines of the 'main navigable channel' are the full width of the river,
then CaRT becomes responsible for maintaining the banks, moorings
and dredging the full width of the river.
That will soon have the riparian owners who are required to
spend huge amounts of money on erosion repairs, knocking on
CaRT's door with their hands held out.
So how did CaRT get themselves in this no win situation. CaRT decided
to seize a boat moored on the river – which was moored outside of
the 'main navigational channel' because in CaRT's eyes. It was on the
river and not licensed. The boat owner asserts that he does not need
a licence if moored outside of the main navigation channel. Because
he is off CaRT managed waterways.
At the hearing in the High Court will decide on a number of issues, the
primary one being did the boat owner actually require a boat licence.
Two other secondary issues will also be decided. The first relates to
CaRT's duty to act proportionally. The law says what CaRT should do in
the case of a boat not having a licence. However, the Trust totally
ignored this, thus denying the boat owner the opportunity of
defending an action brought against him. Instead, they went ahead
and seized his boat! The other issue relates to the seizure of the boat
as security for outstanding fees which is itself unlawful. CaRT admit
this is illegal. But say the refusal to return the boat pending payment
of the alleged unpaid fees was a 'mistake'.
The above is just a synopsis and more details surrounding the whole
issue can be found Here Mick Fitzgibbons
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