Country Walks

Around Halesowen’s Green
Borderland

Some sites of interest A-O, as indicated on map overleaf
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“Heywood” or “Leasowes”
Embankment and the Dudley No.2 Canal
In 1792 The Dudley Canal
Company, proposed to extend
their canal from Netherton, to
Selly Oak via Halesowen and
so make a vital connection with
the Worcester and Birmingham
Canal.

The route was originally surveyed by John Snape, who proposed that were to be
no locks, a short tunnel at Gosty Hill (509 m), a long tunnel at Lapal (3470 m),
but a high embankment was needed at “The Leasowes”, Halesowen.
Considering the canal was generally designed where possible, to follow the
natural contours, it can only be assumed, that the need of the high embankment
to cross the Leasowes Valley was to avoid the famous “Ornamental Farm” and
Gardens created by William Shenstone.
The embankment is unique as it was probably one of the highest to be
constructed in those early days of the Canal Era.
There were originally “safety” stop gates at each end of the embankment, which
could operate automatically in case of a “breach” but just to keep an “eye on
things”, especially on a stormy night, a lengthman was “stationed” at the end of
the embankment in a small cottage (now demolished).
The extension to Selly Oak also known as the Dudley no2 Canal was opened
in 1798.
However, the tunnel at Lapal, throughout its long history, suffered many major
roof and side wall collapses and failures. According to a British Waterways
report, the tunnel was finally closed to through traffic in 1922

Circular walk No. 2
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A self-guided walk around the Leasowes
Historic Landscape & Coombeswood Green
Wedge, via the Dudley No. 2 Canal.
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Following the closure at Lapal, commercial traffic still traded on the remaining
navigations, on either side of the tunnel; servicing the many factories and mines
that had “sprung up” along the banks.
However, the canal through the Leasowes and beyond was in those days still
very rural and in 1935 was advertised by a Mrs Beard as “a delightful stretch
of water for pleasure boating, from Heywood Wharf (Mucklow Hill) to Lapal
tunnel”.
During 1954, the British Transport Commission sold the same section to the
Borough of Halesowen: who on 16 August 1955 opened the canal, for yet again,
pleasure boating.
The Dudley no2 canal including Lapal Tunnel from Mucklow Hill to the Selly
Oak junction was formally abandoned under the British Transport Commission
Act of 1963.
Subsequently during 1964-5 the canal was filled in from the tunnel portal up to
Manor Way, mainly with spoil from the construction of the new A 456 trunk
road, and junction No3 of the M5 motorway.
During 1988-9 the water levels of the now isolated canal in the Leasowes,
suddenly dropped, after a period of holding water at full level for some 190 years.
In 1997 the canal retaining walls along the Leasowes /Heywood Embankment
were reconstructed using reinforced concrete.
Hopefully, the canal carried by this magnificent embankment, will be in the near
future reconnected to the still navigable section at Hawne Basin, so as to allow,
yet again, narrow boats to enter the historic Leasowes Landscape and Nature
Reserve.
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The Leasowes - Historic Landscape & Nature Reserve

William Shenstone (1714 – 1763) took up permanent residence at his
family’s farm, known as “The Leasowes” around 1745.
Situated half a mile to the East of Halesowen Town, on the steep westerly slopes
of Mucklow Hill, the Leasowes commands fine views of the Clent Hills and on a
clear day, the distant Malvern’s, Clee Hills and Brecon Beacons.
Shenstone already appreciating the natural beauty of the wooded glades and
fast running streams of his estate, went on to enhance the landscape, creating an
ornamental farm in an informal way.
He did this in a somewhat unplanned fashion, clearing areas, planting trees
and shrubs, creating pools, cascades and constructing ruins and seats along the
many pathways.
Records’ show that in the 18th century, the “Gardens” had become famous, and
were included on the then “Ground Tour of Europe”.
Following Shenstone’s death the estate passed through various hands, but is now
in public ownership, and is listed as Grade 1 on the register of parks and gardens
of special historic interest in England.
In 2008 Dudley M. B. Council commenced and completed restoration works in
the area of Virgil’s Grove, with the aid of the Heritage Lottery Fund.
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Ruinated Abbey
It is rumoured that Shenstone used stone
from Halesowen Abbey to construct the small
building which resembled a ruined Priory. It also
served as a modest cottage for his gardener. All
visible traces have now disappeared.

Shenstone also erected a seat in this wooded
location, so as to enjoy the magnificent views, across the Breaches (or Priory)
pool, which extended to another large expanse of water, being a chain of
fishponds that at one time belonged to Halesowen Abbey.
The beautiful rural background to this scene would have been a Hamlet of small
cottages and the spire of Halesowen Church all nestling beneath the distant
summits of the Clent Hills.
Construction of the canal embankment in the 1790s heralded the arrival of the
Industrial era in Europe, and “drew the curtain” across those “Sylvan” views
forever. Ironically, the embankment now “blots out” the 20th century industrial
estates; built over the area of the former Abbey fishponds and mills.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Virgil’s Grove - “A treasured hidden gem”

The infant River Stour is fed by many turbulent and fast flowing streams,
that tumble down the steep valley hillsides. The resultant action of the water has
created some very deep cuttings and so left “un farmed” to be then colonised by
natural woodland.
One of the Leasowes main features is the deep wooded valley and the sparkling
waters of a stream, that constantly flows summer and winter.
In the days of Halesowen Abbey, the Leasowes stream was given great importance
and was chosen to be the main boundary between the North and South divisions
of The Manor of Hales.
Shenstone recognising the potential of this wooded valley went on to enhance
and make Virgils Grove the most famous element of the 18th century Park.
Epitomised by his philosophy of picturesque gardening and tranquillity, the
locals often referred the Grove as the “Dark Half Hour ”.
Nearby once stood an obelisk dedicated to Virgil the Roman Poet.

E

The High Cascade

The original dam and pool with a magnificent Cascade, in a stone grotto
were long in disrepair and now have been fully restored, as near as possible, to
Shenstone’s original design.
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An area of open land situated to the
north of Mucklow Hill. It is mainly
a mix of open grassland with ancient
and planted woodland, remnants of
ancient hedgerows, a green lane, some
original Meadows and important
geological features.

The varied and rich habitat supports a
wealth of wildlife, and the wedge forms a wildlife corridor, integrally connected
to the Leasowes.
Both the Leasowes and the Coombeswood Wedge are all enshrined within the
boundaries of confirmed greenbelt/green wedge areas.
Interlinked with the public footpaths, Coombeswood provides a pleasant
location for all forms of informal recreation.
The long distance footpath known as the “Monarchs Way”, traverses through the
wedge in a north to south direction.
Note: An in-depth guide to Coombeswoods footpaths can be obtained from the
Coombeswood Canal Trust Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen, B62 8AW.
Titled “Countryside Walks”.

“Chalybeate” Spring

Springs and wells that emerge from iron rich rocks (seen as a bright
orange colour), throughout ancient history were considered as sacred places,
sometimes where votive offerings could be made.
Shenstone made this Chalybeate (or iron bearing) Spring a notable feature on
his circuit walk.
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Coombeswood Green Wedge
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Beechwater and Lovers Walk

The original dam and water overflow channel to the pool known as
Beechwater, have been recently restored.
The pool is now fed by two small streams and near the golf course boundary
is a modern inscribed stone seat, and the path here leads to the site of an Urn
dedicated to Shenstone’s cousin, Maria Dolman, who tragically died of smallpox
at the age of 21.
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inscription over the entrance.

View Point and site of The Temple
Of Pan
Shenstone encouraged his visitors to
ascend a steep straight path, known
as the “Holly Walk” to admire
the panoramic views from a high
terrace. Here, there was a seat and
rustic stone building called “The
Temple of Pan”, with a dedicated

From this viewing point today, the Valley stretches out below with Halesowen
Town and St John’s Church, sheltered by the westerly range of the Clent Hills.
On a clear day, there are far distant views of the Clee Hills, The Wrekin, The Long
Mynd, and beyond, some of the Welsh mountains can just be distinguished.

Pottery Farm

K

The last “upland” Hill farm
within the West Midlands
boundary.

The now defunct Bellevue
Potteries, had kilns in the
nearby top field, and manufactured in the late 19th century, flowerpots,
ornamental path edgings and other products. Some of the barns have
been dated as built somewhere between the 16th and 17th century and
are reputed to contain timbers and foundations of Saxon origin.
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Green Lane

Hedgerows to either side of the Green Lane (or Holloway) that passes
through Pottery Farm have been dated as to be over 1000 years old, which
suggests a possible connection with the Saxon period of circa 400 – 1066 A.D.
This ancient lane may also have been a long distance “drovers road” providing a
route, at one time, between Wales and the Midlands.

•
•
•

Disclaimer
The majority of the land indicated is in private ownership and the
representation on this leaflet of any road, track or path is no evidence of
the existence of a right of way.
This leaflet is only a guide and is in no way intended for use with concern
to boundaries and ownerships whatsoever.
“Walk at your own risk”. The authors and their agents will not be
responsible for any claims for any damage or injury to persons or property
howver sustained - i.e. “Enter and walk at your own risk”
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Coombes Bridge

The present steel footbridge was erected
on 3 March 1993 by volunteers from the
Halesowen Abbey Trust, who co-ordinated
the work and organised the fundraising. It
replaced a traditional “humpback” brick
bridge that was demolished by the Home
Guard in 1944 as an anti – invasion measure, to protect the canal side
factories, involved in the war effort.
The original bridge was built sometime around 1794-8 to carry farm
traffic on the old green Lane over the Dudley no2 Canal.
Also the green Lane and Coombes Bridge (or Peppers Bridge as it is
known locally) were used by factory workers and miners walking to
and from their shifts; from the late 19th century.
A haunting newspaper cutting shows relatives and friends of miners
lined up across Coombes Bridge and along the canal side in March
1929. The anguish of a mining disaster can be seen on their faces, as
they waited for news of their loved ones.
Eight men tragically lost their lives in fires in the disaster below ground
at the Coombeswood Colliery. During restoration of the green Lane;
during 1987 – 8, by the Halesowen Abbey Trust a miner’s pick was
found buried just below the surface. It may have fallen from his bag as
he walked to or from work.
Today it is gratifying to see that the bridge is well used, providing a vital
footpath link following a break of some 49 years.
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Hawne Basin
Originally a colliery basin and wharf,
probably constructed around 1798, almost
as soon as the canal was completed.

Here large fleets of narrow boats could
now be loaded up with coal, transported
on a scale never imagined before and at a
considerable reduced cost compared to transport by road.
The name “Hawne Basin” is thought to have derived from the 18th century
“Old Hawne Colliery”, which then hauled its coal from Hayseech, lower down
in the Stour Valley by a horse-drawn tramway up to the basin.
“Old Hawne Colliery” closed in 1883 and around 1902 the Great Western
Railway built a loop line and sidings to serve Haywood Forge and Hawne Basin
.
The basin was then able to interchange goods from the narrowboats to railway.
The large nearby Stewarts and Lloyds Factory then used the canal to ferry their
tube products to the basin for transfer to the waiting rail trucks.
The railway sidings finally closed in 1967 and shortly afterward Stewarts and
Lloyds large fleet of narrowboats were no more.
Since 1977 Hawne Basin has taken on a new lease of life and has been
regenerated by the Coombeswood Canal Trust – a registered charity.
In 2007 the Trust was able to purchase the freehold of the basin, thereby
securing its future.

Country walks around Halesowen’s Green Borderland
Circular walk No. 2: Leasowes & Coombeswood
Start & Finish: Leasowes Car Park, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62
Directions
Walk back towards the car park exit and turn left towards the derelict canal and turn left again
onto canal path (footpath ref. 34), in the direction of the green finger post sign (Manor Way via
Canal). Proceed to the top of the canal embankment (A) and look across to your left you will
see Breaches pool and parts of the golf course in the wooded valley below.

Start & Finish:
		

Leasowes Car Park
Off Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62

Distance:		

Approximately 2¼ miles (3.6 km)

Time:		

Allow 1½-2 hours to take in view points
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Turn left at the end of the embankment, opposite the bend in the canal. Bear left; follow
down the path and the grass bank towards Breaches pool. When you have reached the
edge of the pool, turn right and follow the perimeter of the pool to the wooden walkway
on a narrow inlet of a stream. Follow round on the wooden walkway and keep going left.
Follow the fence and wooden handrail on your left and follow the path uphill.
Note: In this vicinity is the site of a “ruinated priory”. (C)

Walk Information

PLEASE ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE!
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After a short distance go down a slope and cross a small bridge over the stream then following the path to
the right and continuing uphill. Turn right onto the tarmac road, cross over the bridge and then turn immediately left onto a path with the pool also on your left.
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Note: This location is known as ‘Virgils Grove’ noted as ‘Shenstones walk’ on the guide map. (D)

H

L

Follow the path uphill, keeping the stream to your left.
Note. On your left there is a recently restored pool and cascade. (E) Further along the
path to your left is a ‘Chalybeate Spring’. (F) This natural spring, running over iron rich
rocks, emerges with a strong orange /brown colour.
Continue uphill with the stream on your left, approach a dam and a series of waterfalls. Cross over a track onto the right hand path and the pool is now on your left.
Walk to the end of the pool (known as Beechwater) (G) and cross a small bridge
taking you left over a stream.

N

Follow the right hand path and the avenue of trees for a short distance. Then turn left over
the stream, on a stone bridge and turn slightly right to follow the small path which skirts the
golf course. You will see an inscribed stone seat to your right and the golf course to your left.
Continue going uphill and then bear left; keeping the golf course perimeter fence on your left.
Proceed upwards for quite a distance and when you get to a level point, the path splits into two – one
goes to the right up the bank. (If you wish you can make a small diversion and take the path up to a
Viewing Point (H) and the site of the ’Temple of Pan’ and after your visit, return down the other
side to re-join the walk). If you do not wish to take the diversion continue by taking the left
hand fork follow the path going downhill, keeping the golf course and fence to your left.
Take the gap in the fence by a gate, go slightly right onto the golf course towards a
fence post and hedge, keep the hedge to your left and walk towards the main road
(Mucklow Hill). Pass through the gap and turn left down Mucklow Hill. After a
short distance, cross over the dual carriageway and turn right into the small green
lane where there is a public footpath sign. Proceed along the path (ref no. 32a) with
Fir Tree Farm to your left. Cross over the first stile by a farm gate and proceed along
the green lane (L) to the next stile and junction of footpaths.
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Start & Finish

A
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Note: We are now at the Dudley no 2 canal and Coombes Bridge. (M) The green lane would have
at one time continued straight on to the Stour Valley, and although the route is intact in places, very
little remains of the old hedgerows.

Carry on through gate, down the hill, turn right at junction and walk down to the Leasowes car park. End

Heywood Wharf (site of) – Not on walk route

The 1887 OS map shows a static crane and limekilns alongside
the wharf.

Turn left at the stile and the junction of footpaths, then head straight down the green lane
(ref H26) between the overhanging hedgerows right to the end.
At the end of the green lane head straight across a track, down some steps towards a steel
footbridge.

Note: This was an original turnpike road. Look to the left before the next gate and you will see a memorial orchard.
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As soon as the canal arrived in Halesowen
around 1798, Heywood Wharf was constructed alongside
Mucklow Hill, to serve the town and its numerous “metal
bashing” cottage industries.

This route was also used by workers walking to the old mines and factories of the Stour
valley, in the period known as the ‘Industrial Revolution’.

Turn left before the bridge and follow the path alongside the canal, after a short distance you will see
‘Hawne basin’ (N) appear to the right where there are many canal boats moored here.
Continue along and up the path slightly left to join the main track, turn right and follow the track to
the main road. Carry on keeping to the right and head towards the pedestrian crossing lights on the dual
carriageway. Cross over and turn left uphill to the sign post “Leasowes” and turn right into the road (Sylvan Green). At the end of the road, go through
the gap by the gate, head straight on.
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Note: As you proceed along the green lane, on your left hand side is the valley of the
River Stour and industrial areas. At the stile, stop for a minute and look to your right.
You will see a deep holloway created by the action of many pack horses, carts and driven
cattle over the centuries. This ancient Holloway possibly predates the old ‘turnpike road’
(Mucklow Hill).
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This walk is part of a connecting network of six circular walks around
“Halesowen’s Green Borderland”, all on the western edge of the mighty West
Midlands conurbation.
You may be surprised at the varied and diverse landscape, with its outstanding
views, steeped in ancient history and rich in all kinds of vegetation and
wildlife. Some parts include steep slopes and steps etc. and can be muddy at
times.
Appropriate sensible footwear and clothing is recommended.

In the mid1970s the canal
was
“stanked
off ” at Hawne basin
and the section up to
Mucklow Hill including
Heywood Wharf was leased out
to an engineering concern. A large
factory was then erected and later extended
over the bed of the canal.
The Coombeswood canal trust has ambitious
plans to reconnect the canal from Hawne basin
to the Leasowes Park as a first step in a total
restoration project.
This may have to be achieved by a civil
engineering solution, possibly by constructing a
bypass tunnel!

