Country Walks

Walk Information
Start & Finish:
National Trust Clent HillsVisitor Centre,
		
Nimmings Car Park, Hagley Wood Lane,
		
Worcestershire, B62 0NL
		Note: parking fee for non-members

Around Halesowen’s Green
Borderland

Distance:		

Approximately 4¼ miles (6.8km)

Time:		

Allow 3-3½ hours to take in view points

Terrain:		
Moderate walk, steep in places, muddy in 		
		parts
Please follow the countryside code, especially:
Dogs:		
		

Please clean up after your dog and keep 		
under close control around grazing animals

Litter:		

Please take your litter home

This walk is part of a connecting network of seven circular walks around
“Halesowen’s Green Borderland”, all on the western edge of the mighty West
Midlands conurbation.

“Close to the Edge ~ High on the Ridge”

You may be surprised at the varied and diverse landscape, with its outstanding
views, steeped in ancient history and rich in all kinds of vegetation and
wildlife. Some parts include steep slopes and steps etc. and can be muddy
at times.
Appropriate sensible footwear and clothing is recommended.
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Circular walk No. 3

Clent Hills to Wychbury Hill &
Hagley
A self-guided circular walk from the Clent Hills
Visitor Centre to Wychbury Hill, returning via
Hagley “Old” Village
http://halesowenwalks.wix.com/halesowenwalks

•
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Some sites of interest A-K, as indicated on map overleaf
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Clent Hills Country Park

The Clent and Walton Hills stand high
like sentinels watching over the central
Midland Plain at some 1000 feet above sea
level. From one aspect the views from the
hills command some of the finest scenery
in Worcestershire; with the Cotswolds,
Malverns, Clees and Welsh Hills providing a
dramatic and breathtaking “backcloth”.

Yet, from another aspect, in stark contrast and “close to the edge” the mighty
West Midlands Conurbation, spreads along the lower valleys and hillsides
stretching out into the far distance.
From around 1400 A.D. extensive areas of “Common Wasteland” had survived
on the Clent Hills, and in 1881 Conservators were appointed, to maintain the
free use of the common for public benefit.
In 1959 the Hills were given to the National Trust, and in 1974 were declared a
“Country Park”. Today the Trust manages and cares for approximately 440 acres
of the Clent Hills.
In Victorian times the Hills were classed as a “Holiday Resort”, as a rural retreat
from the industrial squalor of Birmingham and the Black Country. In those
days, practically every house in Clent Village provided bed & breakfast.
Today the Hills are as popular as ever, with visitor numbers exceeding well over
1 million per year.
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“The Last Battleground”

Local legend and folklore passed down through the ages, suggests that
there was a fierce battle fought not far from Wychbury Hill, between the
Saxons and the Romano-British. Or maybe even earlier between the Romans
and the Ancient Britain’s. Historians are of the of the opinion that the battle
has some connection with the discovery made at the “opening up” of 5 Barrows
on Clent Heath, which revealed burnt ashes and human bones up to a claimed
depth of 14 feet!
During 1988 the Ministry of Transport proposed to build a three lane “motorway
style” Highway, which was intended to bypass Kidderminster, Blake down and
Hagley (KBH).
A huge cutting with a short twin bore tunnel was proposed where the line of the
bypass would pass right through the southern slopes of Wychbury Hill, There
followed a huge public outcry objecting to the scheme and to “raise the profile”
even further, the Friends of the Earth organised a mock battle in 1992, seen as
maybe the final and last battle to be fought at Wychbury.
This was an acted out between the “Saxons” staged by the Dark Ages Society,
versus the “Road Planners”, staged by the Friends of the Earth. The event received
a very wide press and television coverage. Although thousands of objections
were sent to the Ministry, there followed a Public Enquiry early in 1993 and
a decision followed that the bypass was to
go ahead.
The surprise came in 1994 when the
government announced that the proposed
bypass and a connecting Western Orbital
Motorway,were all to be axed due to
budget cuts.

Wychbury Hill
The Clent range of hills ends
abruptly at Wychbury Hill, where the
continuity is broken by the River Stour
Valley.
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Wychbury Hill commands a vast
expanse of views and because of its
secure position on a high ridge, this
would have provided an ideal location
as a “lookout post” for settlements as far

back as the Stone Age.

During the Iron Age (circa 700 BC-43 AD) a large Hill Fort was constructed
on the summit. The camp within the fort of some 7 acres, was heavily defended
with a “ring” around it, of deep ditches and high ramparts topped with timber
stockades.
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as “unproved”.

However it is recorded that the Hill was at one time planted with a ring of Yew
Trees and near the summit the base of a stone monument had been discovered.
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In recent times, archaeologists are now considering that Hill forts were not only
used for defence but for a variety of purposes, including dwelling huts, granary
stores, a centre for spiritual and other gatherings, and as a trading post.
On the Southern flanks of the Hill, there is evidence of an Iron Age field system.
There have been very few: archaeological digs within the fort. However in c1884,
two bronze terrett (horse) rings were discovered.
On the ramparts of the fort there are some 27 Yew trees, thought to be planted
for a special reason and officially dated in 1993 as truly “Ancient”, at some 1500
years old.
The obelisk on Wychbury Hill was built
c1758/9 and intended to be an “eye catcher”
as part of Hagley Park.
From the surrounding countryside the
obelisk can be seen from a great distance as
a “needle pointing skywards”.

Round Hill
This prominent earth mound, also
known as “Rockingham Tumuli “has
never been fully researched. There
were, however, claims in 1992 that King
Arthur of the dark ages was buried
there! The Highways Agency - who
had proposed to completely decimate
the Hill, as it stood right in the line of
their new bypass - dismissed the theory

Hagley Manor House & Village
Rome formally abandoned Britain
around 410 A.D, following fierce attacks
from the Anglo Saxons, who continued
to settle their kingdoms up to the time
of the Norman Conquest of c.1066 A.D.
In the Domesday Book c.1086, Hagley
is written as “Hageleia”, from the Saxon
and is interpreted as a clearing and chief
residence of a great Saxon Lord.

Following the Norman Conquest, Hagley is recorded to be held by William Fitz
Ansculph (Baron) of Dudley. In 1564 the Manor of Hagley was sold to John
Lyttelton (Knight)who held a moated Manor House at Frankley, some 4 ½ miles
to the East.
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Hagley Hall and Park
The Elizabethan Manor House in 1601
was described as “a convenient house
built mainly of wood”. In the 1750s
George 1st Lord Lyttelton, demolished
the old house and build a new (and the
present) Hall, based on his “Italiante
taste” and described as “one of the last
Palladian Houses”.

Although there had been a deer Park at
Hagley from around the 14th century,
the present landscape was created approximately from 1747-1758 .Inspired
by the “New Landscape Movement” of the 18th century George 1st Lyttelton,
created a parkland with natural elements of the English Countryside, rather
than the formality of the Stately Gardens of the period.
He did this with the help of his many friends, including William Shenstone of
The Leasowes, Alexander Pope, the writer, and the Architects, Sanderson Miller
and Thomas Pitt.
Ancient Pool
The dried out pool bed,
notable with its breached earth
dam, was originally part of a series of
three pools. Historians relate this pool
as being associated with the Hill Fort.
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In 1781 it was recorded that a “pot
full” of Roman coins was found in a
pool, on the side of Wychbury Hill.

The landscape was further enhanced with strategically placed Pools, cascades
and “follies” such as ruins, temples, urns and statues. Although a Priest and a
Church was recorded at Domesday in Hagley, the present Church is of 13th
century origin and was greatly improved from 1754-60 by George 1st Lord
Lyttelton.
Note: Should you wish to pay a visit to Hagley Hall you are advised to first check
on the opening times and admission charges etc.
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Mock Castle
This ruinated Castle was originally built
as an “eye catching feature” as part of
Hagley Park.
Designed by Sanderson Miller from
1747-48 it represents the first “sham”
Castle to be built in the 18th century.
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The Four Stones
Erected in 1773 as to represent a
“Druids Monument” and again
intended as a distance folly, when
viewed from Hagley Park and beyond.

Toposcope
Donated during 1929 by the Rotarians.
Lord Cobham of Hagley Hall, carried
out the unveiling ceremony in the same
year.

In 1993 Clent Parish Council in their
opposing evidence at the Public Enquiry
in Kidderminster, to the proposed
Bypass at the foothills of the Hills, stated;
“The focal point for all visitors (to the Clent Hills) are the Four Stones and
Toposcope from where you can see eight Counties. As far as we know, it is the
only place in England where so many counties can be seen from one vantage
point”.

Country walks around Halesowen’s Green Borderland

PLEASE ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE!

Circular walk No. 3: Clent Hills to Wychbury Hill & Hagley

Start & Finish:
National Trust Visitors Centre at Nimmings car park, Clent Hills, Hagley Wood Lane, Worcs, B62 0NL
		Note: parking fee for non-trust members
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Directions
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(A) Section 1 - Clent Hills to Wychbury Hill

Facing the Visitor Centre at Nimmings car park, proceed to the right downhill in a northerly direction following, a zigzag ramp through a small kissing
gate (Footpath ref number 7). Go straight across the next field to a kissing gate and go through a small plantation and through another kissing gate.
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Note: On the far distant horizon on a clear day, some 25 miles looking slightly to the left, you should see a large hill known as “The Wrekin”.
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Cross the field and head towards another kissing gate with Hagley wood in front of you. Go through the kissing gate, turn left and cross over the
stile, into the next field and proceed straight on for about 200 yards (footpath ref number 19). Look to the right for a woodland path which is
denoted by a stile in the hedge. Cross over the stile and proceed down the path (ref number 18) through Hagley Wood. When you get to
the opening where a gate used to be, bear left and follow the field boundary which is the hedge on your right. Wychbury Hill and
the obelisk should be in your immediate view looking over the hedgerow.
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From A456
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Go through a squeeze stile by a metal gate and proceed along the track. As you walk straight down the unmade track you
will see on your left the deer fence of Hagley Park. Continue along the track.
Just past the junction of tracks, go through the kissing gate to your right in the hedge near a signpost and then go
diagonally across the field to a stile in the hedge and approach the main A 456 dual carriageway.
Cross over the stile and turn left onto the tarmac footpath and just walk a short distance before the barns; stop and cross
over the main road, very carefully, on the brow of the Hill and turn left along the footpath for a short distance to a signed
public footpath (ref 17) on the right in the hedge and take the path into the field.

Hagley Wood
Lane

(B) Go straight on past an oak tree and go diagonally right to the metal gate in the corner of the field, rugby club to your
right. Go through a gap by the gate and turn left down the Lane and walk past some cottages.
After the last cottage and before the traffic island, follow the small entrance road on the right hand side and turn left down
a tree lined path and turn right through a kissing gate and proceed towards Wychbury Hill, with the obelisk monument
slightly to your left (footpath ref 16). To keep to the definitive route the official footpath, you have to cross over the stile to the
right into a field and head for the next stile which is in the fence to your left by the Woods.

Walk No. 4

Hagley Park
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As you walk up the hill you will see to your left a stone obelisk, also known as Hagley Monument.
Note: Small detour of interest Go through the kissing gate to your right. Enter the small wood, walk across to another kissing gate and
stand at the opening.

Start & Finish
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(C) Note: Here you are on the north side of Wychbury Hill. Beyond is the sprawl of the Black Country and not so long ago, was a very different scene
with lots of pit banks, collieries, steel and brick works and of course, “smoking chimneys”. “Black by day and red by night”. It has now changed to
more of a suburban scene, and you can see now extensive housing estates, blocks of flats and Merry Hill shopping centre. To the West (left) you can
see as far as the Wrekin, Brown Clee and Titterson Clee Hills. With such a tremendous vantage point, Wychbury Hill was therefore, an ideal location
to build a Hill Fort.
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Visitors Centre
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Unfortunately, there is no public right of way up to the remains of the Hill Fort.
So go back to the kissing gate where you entered the wood, and turn to your right. Keeping the hedge to your right (footpath Ref. 15) head West. Hagley
monument should be on your left and Wychbury Hills woodland should be on your right.

Walk No. 4

Note: Straight in front is Hagley village. Woodbury Hill and the Malvern Hills are in the far distance to the left.
Section 2 - Wychbury Hill to Hagley
After descending the field, cross over a wooden stile. Head straight on down, see the small dry stream bed valley on your right. As you walk down the path, there is a dry
pond on your right. (D)
Proceed along the track past an oak tree and head towards a metal gate. Go through the gate and towards another metal gate and go through this gate and proceed down the tarmac
track.
(E) Note: As you reach some cottages there is a stile and gate to your right and through the gap you will see a big Earth mound; known as’ Round Hill’. Local historians believe this could be
related to the hill fort period, and may possibly be a burial mound.
(F) Proceed down the tarmac lane towards the main A456 road. Cross straight over very carefully and turn right and first left into School Lane and proceed along bending slightly to
your right past some white cottages. Turn left at the junction and proceed in a southerly direction, up the hill. At the top of this lane, you will see to the left, the old stables of Hagley Hall.
(G) You will now see the entrance to Hagley Hall which is on your left. (Hagley Hall is open to the public at certain times of the year only)
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Toposcope

Section 3 - Hagley to Four Stones (Clent)
At the end of the green lane, proceed through another horse barrier bear left along footpath (ref 13) with the wooded plantation to your left and enclosed
by a barbed wire fence. After leaving the path go through a squeeze stile or gap, follow the North Worcester path with the yellow arrow markers and enter
a hedged green lane.
At the end of the green lane turn left at crossroads onto the wide track (Footpath No. 15). Walk along track in between the holly hedges which are usually quite well trimmed.
As you approach Sunfield School, turn left onto a small roadway, (not into the car park). Take the track to the end and turn right following the North Worcester path (green lane.), still footpath
ref no. 15. Keep going uphill until you come to a gate.

Approach the public footpath signpost in front of you, to the left of the metal gate and enter the “fenced in” green Lane footpath (ref 14) in a southerly direction.

Go through the gate, turn left. You are now leaving the North Worcester path. Keep the fence of Hagley Park to your left and head up a steep footpath (ref number 46). Keep going up the hill.
Stop at a gate on the left by a cottage. An ornamental castle should now be in view. (H)

Note: This is part of the North Worcester path. After going through the horse barrier you will see to the left the remnants of a “haha or haw haw”, designed to keep the livestock out of the grounds
of Hagley hall, without appearing too obvious and of course it does not obstruct viewing.

Note: It is interesting that the majority of the stone used to build this Castle came from the ruins of Halesowen Abbey.
From this point turn right and continue uphill to join the main footpath (ref no. 51). Carry on uphill to visit the viewing platform and information boards. Carry on further up the hill to the
“Four Stones” (J). To the right of the four stones is a magnificent “Toposcope” (K) (well worth a visit). Once visited, go back to the Four Stones and go right onto the main path, over to the
summit of the Hill to the end of this path near the kissing gate. You are now standing at the highest point of the walk, some 309 m (1015 feet) above sea level.
Go through the kissing gate and follow the path through the beech woods and head straight on and walk down a series of steps towards the road. As you reach the end of the steps “backtrack”,
turn left and follow the path until you reach the car park and visitors centre, enjoy some refreshments if the cafe is open!

